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Sundays @ 10:00am
Pastor John Smithies

Atonement Lutheran Church @ pastorjohn@atonementlutheran.com
_ 425-923-8558
2315 N Coast Hwy—Newport, OR 97365 _JUN[("=X
office@atonementlutheran.com Where all are welcome,
541-265-2554 and all means all.
July 2026 ] Office Hours - 10:00am ~ 3:00pm f“ o
( Tuesday thru Friday |
We ot Atonement Website / Facebook Page
Lutheran Church reach H H
ouct wlth £t good mams Sunday Worship Service on YouTube
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Christ’s ministry includes
everyone, we, too,

wicome peeons of any ?ﬁjﬁzw Summer BBQs and Fellowship
DN

ethnicity, gender identity,

ohaial cientacion, marta - (. - the summer fun continues!
T Pecat o o You are invited to join us on the 3rd Wednesday of the
mental abifty. And we are month for our summer BBQ series. This is a time to enjoy fellowship and
racial equity. the warm weather, get to know one another better, and of course eat!
“f"':;':.;“:'n‘d"';}f:;’tgjge'f On June 17 we had burgers and hot dogs and much fun was had by all!
hﬂhi:r:?g::;:t July 15 will feature chicken, and we look forward to seafood on August
19. You're invited to bring a side dish, dessert or salad if you so choose,

but above all just come! We hope to see you all there, and bring a friend!

Adult Forum - Sundays @ 9:00am

We would like to invite everyone to Adult Forum before worship service
on Sundays. This is a time to go deeper into the text, ask questions, enjoy fellowship and
ponder mysteries. We strive for honest conversation where multiple views are honored and
respected. Come with open hearts and minds and join the journey.

Prayer Requests

Is there someone you would like us to pray for? Please call the office at 541-265-2554 or email
us at office@atonementlutheran.com. We are happy to pray with and for you! If you would like
to request prayers without our announcing your name we can do that too. Sometimes people
aren’t ready to share, but still need prayers.

Come Join our Service Programs!

Are you interested in Social Ministry? Or Parish Life, Outreach, Library,
Property, Altar Guild or more? Please pick up a copy of committee program

.=y . information on the Take-It-Home table by the office. We would love to have
Many Hands Make L/GAT Work your help!
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Financial Sna pShOt Report by Treasurer - Peggy Gilman

Updates for May 2026
General Fund: Revenues $ 15,290
Expenses $ 19,665
General Fund balance $ 52,327
Capital Fund: Our capital fund revenues from leases are current.
Our mortgage balance $ 41,930
Capital Fund balance $ 162,516

Dedicated Fund balance $ 20,035
Undedicated Fund balance $ 5,184
Restricted/Endowment balance $ 179,188

Our Vanco Online Donation option
is located on our website home & contact pages at:

https://www.atonementlutheran.com.

. If you are using this for the first time, signup is necessary to
\ G mg have your information on hand. Once you are in the system, it will

*"=*% bring up your information to complete the transaction. There is a
How to Use Vanco direction sheet on the table in the Narthex.

P Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program
é/om?ﬁﬁlfﬁiw The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and

rewards e velp to the local neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are on a mission to not
just be a part of, but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every community
has unique causes that need support.
If you would like to participate and support our church, please go to the Fred Meyers website:
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards and link your rewards card to Atonement Lutheran
Church (VB494). For the first quarter of 2026 (January-March) we received $49.99!

Notary Services

Sandy Cramer is able to notarize documents during regular office hours, Tuesday thru Friday
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. There is no charge for registered members or friends.

Email And Text Caution

Scammers target churches because we are compassionate people. They may send emails or
text messages that appear to come from Pastor John or the office, asking for assistance.
Don’t be fooled! Please call the office if you are unsure about a message.
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Pastor John Smithies g

Our Gospel readings these last few weeks have had a lot of apparent contradictions in them. I

say apparent, because they only seem to be contradictions if we assume truth is always one-
sided. I'll give a concrete example from our Gospel in a moment, but first an analogy.

Take a coin. One side has the face of a famous person, the other side typically has an animal
or a symbol, we say one side is heads, the other tails. But in the current level of polarization
in our world, one side would argue the coin only absolutely has a face, the other would argue
it's absolutely a tail. Both sides would be wrong, because as we all know, the coin has both.
One of my professors, and I can't remember who, but I remember the lecture like it was
yesterday, once said to be wary of anyone who makes you choose between only two options.

Now take our Gospel. A few weeks ago we had a passage where Jesus said, "whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me." There were other sayings too, about not
loving family more than him, that seemed to place a great burden on the believer. And yet we
have another text where Jesus says, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light."

In our polarized world we might be tempted to choose between the easygoing Christian with a
light burden, and the one who hoists crosses onto their shoulders. Neither would be a correct
reading. Be suspicious of anyone who tells you the spiritual life is easy, and be suspicious of
anyone who piles burdens onto your back and tells you that's how it's supposed to be.

We might try to resolve this tension by saying: sometimes it's hard, sometimes the Gospel
calls us to take up our cross, and at other times we're called to find shelter and rest in Christ.
On the surface I like this. It's simple, and it seems to mirror our daily lives. But I think it's too
simple an explanation. I believe the spiritual life is, at every moment, both rest and burden at
once. Or to say it another way: maybe the invitation is to find rest in the midst of the burdens.

Physical exercise can be like this. If you're a runner, a surfer, a hiker, if you practice yoga or
any other activity that involves real exertion, it can be restful and burdensome at the same
time. You find rest in the midst of the activity; the two go hand in hand. They're part of the
same coin, neither could be true without the other. Before multiple foot injuries, I used to run
a lot. A great run could feel cleansing and restful and exhausting all at once. The rest I got on
a day off never compared to the rest a hard run gave me.
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Therein lies one of the paradoxes of spiritual life. May we find rest in the midst of the burdens
we carry, not simply seek to have no burdens at all. The promise of our baptism lies at the
heart of this: we are at the same time both dying and rising in Christ.

May we also apply this lesson to our civic life together. There is much that could be said, and
will be said, by various leaders and politicians and college professors in this month ahead.
There will be the crowd that says America is the best nation on earth; we will put on our rose-
colored glasses and pretend that we are not at the same time a nation that has done so many
horrible things. And there will be voices that only hoist those horrible things and say we are
the worst nation on earth. One side of the coin is patriotism, the other side contempt. I suppose
a clear-eyed love of country holds both.

Finally, where are you personally? Is your life filled at this moment with joy, rest, and
happiness, or is this month filled with tears, pain, and loss? Both sides of that coin of life are
real, please don't let anyone tell you differently. But wherever you are, Christ's presence is
with us, and in us. It is Christ that lives in us, our hope of glory, and then maybe we can step
into the invitation of the Gospel to come to Christ and find faith, hope, and love, in whatever
moment we are in.

Amen Pastor John

Women’s Weekend at Camp Lutherwood

JULY 31-AUGUST 2, 2026 LAST CHANCE - SIGN UP NOwW!!

Time away to reflect, rest, and renew is what this weekend is all about. The Camp Lutherwood
staff will provide leadership for a variety of camp activities, such as archery, the climbing tower,
and hiking if you seek some personal challenge. Or enjoy time in the pool, a quiet moment by
the creek, or coffee and conversation on the patio. Daily study and worship round out this
weekend designed just for you. Bring a friend or come on your own; it is a weekend you won't
want to miss. Cost of $200 includes lodging, meals, and programming. Scholarships are
available through the church if cost is at all a barrier. Let Brenda Grall or the church office
know of your interest so that you can be included in our group.
https://www.lutherwoodoregon.org/camp#womensweekend

Room Rental

Our church facilities/rooms are available for
rent. We offer space for one-time events such
as parties, meetings or weddings; or long-term
rentals for weekly or monthly events.

Contact the office for available
dates and times.
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Family Support Court Volunteers

Thank you to our Hope Team members (Robert, Dan & Patty) who’ve been entertaining the young
ones while parents are attending Family Support Court on Mondays 3:45-5:00. Others are welcome
to take a shift with another volunteer once they’ve completed the background check. See Brenda
Grall for more info.

HOPE Team by erenda Grall

Our HOPE Team provides support for a local foster family. Please consider providing a meal (frozen,
ready to cook, hot or delivery) or making a donation to the Hope Team. Reimbursement is available
from our Hope Team donations for those who would like to make a meal and turn in a receipt for the
supplies. I can pass along notes and cards to the family. Helping with yard work or laundry are also
possibilities. If you have suggestions for other acts of kindness, please let me know.

".Q ALC BOOk CIUb by Pastor John Smithies

?8!‘!‘ Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeons Journey into the
¥ Afterlife by Eben Alexander, M.D.

Join us July 28t at 11:00 am and/or July 30t at 5:00 pm

in person in the Narthex, or on Zoom.
This month we're reading Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon's Journey into the Afterlife by Eben
Alexander. The title makes a bold claim, and I'll say upfront — I don't think there can be proof
here, and I'm not sure Alexander himself would stand behind that word if pressed. What the
book actually offers is a deeply personal account: Alexander, a neurosurgeon and former
skeptic, fell into a week-long coma from a rare brain infection and emerged convinced he had
experienced something beyond death and beyond what his own scientific training had taught
him to expect. The book has also stirred real controversy, with journalists and scientists
questioning parts of his account. That tension is part of what makes it worth reading together:
not as settled proof, but as one man's attempt to hold his science and his experience in the
same hand, and an invitation for us to wrestle with what we believe lies beyond what we can
measure. Come join the discussion on the 4th Tuesday and Thursday of the month.

Our Book Club schedule for the next 2 months:
July Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeons Journey into the Afterlife by Eben Alexander, M.D.
August: Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton

Wormensse WELCA (Women of the ELCA) will meet on Wednesday, July 8 at 12:45 pm. We

will begin with a potluck luncheon. and continue with the I Am Worthy series with "I
am More Than One Thing.” The session will be led by Barb Ward All are invited. You are also
invited to join via ZOOM if that better meets your needs.

Men’s Breakfast Group
We meet on Thursday morning for breakfast at Pig ‘N Pancake at 8 am.

If you are looking for an invitation to join deeper into our community, there is no
Breakfa .| better way than to break bread together. The invitation is always open to grab
some food, enjoy the friendly banter and participate in the community.
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A Corner Of Hope by susan Painter, Council Vice President

“I'm not telling none of y’all to go into the world crippled with self-doubt, but I am
imploring you to remain open to the possibility that there is always more to learn. To
view doubt not as a weakness but as a strength.”

These were the words prize-winning author Mitchell S. Jackson offered to students in a recent
graduating class. This commencement ceremony, however, did not honor those setting forth
from a prominent university or an elite high school. They were a group of 28 young men held
at Oregon’s largest juvenile prison, MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility in Woodburn.

The graduates had earned high school diplomas, GEDs, barber licenses and an associate’s
degree, each one while confined in state custody. Jackson was there to honor the men and
their loved ones as they celebrated their achievements. His talk stressed the importance of
integrity and wisdom and encouraged the men in pursuits of lifelong learning. But he said
more.

Jackson told the men his own story of rebellion and redemption. He grew up in Northeast
Portland suffering the erratic parenting of a drug addicted single mom. He endured a childhood
unaware of what later he called “the hippie progressive green side of the city.” His young world
was that of crime and the streets. He began selling drugs at 15. A few years later, he was
arrested and charged with gun and drug offenses. He was sent to prison for 16 months,
spending the time in Mill Creek and Santiam institutions for young offenders.

While in prison, Jackson took an interest in literature and started writing. He had never been
much of a reader, but he knew about fiction. He experimented with autobiograpy. He took
advantage of classes and then earned a bachelor’s degree from Portland State University after
his release. He went on to get a Masters in writing from PSU and a Master of Fine Arts in
Creative Writing from New York University.

Along the way, he continued writing and reading. In 2012 he published an ebook of short
fiction and non-fiction stories and essays. The next year, he published a novel called The
Residue Years. The New York Times, Paris Review and others praised the work; it won an award
for literary excellence and was a candidate for other honors. His story, “12 Minutes and a Life,”
chronicled Ahmaud Arbery’s running life and his murder. It was featured in Runners World and
won a Pulitzer Prize. Jackson has read or lectured at numerous institutions and events, served
on the faculty of several universities and is currently teaching at Arizona State University.

During his talk to the young men at MacLaren, Jackson was candid about his past and realistic
about the obstacles the new graduates would face. "Chances are,” he declared, “old people will
persist in making problems for young people to solve.” But he encouraged his enthusiastic
audience to meet the future with hope. “All of you have bested the obstacles that stood
between you and ...this cap and gown,” he said as he congratulated them on their achievements
and their resilience.

“No matter where you go from here,” he concluded, continue to “live the steps of integrity
even when it’s tough. Live them... especially when it’s tough.”
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photo by Rhonda Harman
The Garden Parties have been successfull We have planted 2 of our garden beds and will be
planting 5 more on Wednesday July 1st at 1:00. The potatoes continue to grow, most of the
peas have been picked and sampled by the ABC school kids (and maybe a few others passing
by the bed), as well as being served during Fellowship after Worship! We have also spread
woodchips on the grounds and started deadheading the rhododendrons. Thank you, volunteers
for helping us with this project. When you have time, check out the garden beds and what has
been done.

We will continue to have Garden Parties in July to finish setting up the cloches, putting together
and finishing our last 3 garden beds, and taking care of our grounds. Everyone is welcome to
join us, see the WoW or the bulletin board in the hallway for future Garden (work) Parties. See
you in the Garden! . ‘
; %

)
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Yakona Outdoor Worship

We embarked on a journey with the leader of the Yakona Nature Preserve, and our friends at
1st Presbyterian Church to host what maybe will become our first annual outdoor worship ever
to be held at Yakona. We have tried to craft this as an interdenominational ecumenical event
so that all who gather can worship and share fellowship together. We sing in our liturgy that
Heaven and Earth are filled with the glory of God, and I think the mystery lies in the unity of
those too. That is who Christ is - the one who holds both all of heaven and all of earth in unity.
Following are some detailed instructions from Yakona and all reasonable efforts will be
exhausted to accommodate everyone who wishes to attend. You are invited to join us on July
11th to meet at the Preserve where we will drive or be driven to the location to gather around
the hopes and promises of our Scripture that God’s presence is all around us.

YAKONA

We invite you to join with believers from multiple churches for a worship service at Yakona
Nature Preserve & Learning Center on July 11th from 1:00pm-3:30pm. The gathering will
take place outside in God’s creation and there will be an opportunity to go on a short hike
after the service if you choose.

We will meet at the Yakona gate at 12:50pm. To get to the gate, from south of the Yaquina
Bridge in Newport take SE 40th/Harborton towards Oregon Coast Community College. Drive
past the Wilds BBQ and you'll see the road turns to gravel, ending at a locked gate. If you
like to use GPS, the Wilds BBQ is the closest landmark.

At the gate, we will consolidate vehicles and drive up to the Yakona Pavilion. Bring water, but
no pets. The weather can be variable, so dress in layers. Yes, there are mosquitoes, so it’s
nice to wear long sleeves and pants or bring bug spray. Occasionally there are yellow jackets,
so bring your EpiPen if you’re allergic.

To get to the Pavilion, there is a sloped dirt path about 50 yards long and three steps with no
handrail. You may wish to bring a walking stick for the uneven ground. Please contact Anna
at anna@yakonaoregon.org if you have mobility concerns. There is a wooden bench
available to sit on, but if you have your own lawn chair, feel free to bring it.
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= Christmas in July!

A Fundraiser for the <l
Lights of Christmas event

Page 9

Please join us Sunday,
July 19 at 2:00 pm.

Advertising is critical to the success of our
event! Please pick up a flyer (or 2 or 3!)
from the table in the Narthex to post
somewhere or to give to a friend.

Entertainment! We have tentatively scheduled
Justin Curry as our headliner musician.

Food! Homemade Christmas cookies and hot
cocoa! Sign up to bring cookies on the
clipboard on the snack table.

Silent Auction! Do you have an item for the
silent auction? Please talk to Sandy.

Stay tuned for more details on the Lights of
Christmas December event!
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle:
A Creation Care Initiative

by Marcia McKean and Sandy Cramer

o

Atonement

Check out the new bulletin board in the
hallway! The new bins are here and we are
ready to start accepting your clamshells and
rigid plastic, your glass and your Styrofoam!

As we get this underway please make sure all items are clean so we don't attract
pests. For now Styrofoam is limited to packaging materials, we well let you know
when and if we can accept used cups, bowls etc.
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Kid’s Page

www.CuteColoringPagesForKids.com

g Su nday School we are taking a break for the summer. Classes will resume

soustioal ' the fall.

Youth in Worship

We love to encourage our children and teens to assist in various ways on Sunday morning! Our

ushers are more than happy to assist you in everything! We enjoy seeing our youth assist with
worship!
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In-person & Zoom

12:45pm WELCA
Potluck lunch

/ Fellowship & Fun

2:15pm Social
Ministry Mtg

12:00no0n 8:00am Men’s Bfst

Contemplative @ Pig ‘N Pancake

Prayer 11:00am Beach wk.

/ Fellowship & Fun

9:00am Forum 12:00noon 8:00am Men’s Bfst
10:00am Worship Contemplative @ Pig ‘N Pancake
Prayer 11:00am Beach wk.

12

9:00am Forum

10:00am Worship
In-person & Zoom

11:15am Outreach

13

14

12:00noon
Contemplative
Prayer
6:00pm Summer
Barbecue

16

8:00am Men’s Bfst
@ Pig ‘N Pancake

11:00am Beach wk.
/ Fellowship & Fun

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

In-person & Zoom

12:00pm Council
Meeting

5:00pm Stone Soup
@ St Stephen

/ Fellowship & Fun

5:00pm ALC Book
Club

9:00am Forum 10:30am 8:00am Men’s Bfst
10:00am Worship EndO\'Nment @ Pig ‘N Pancake
In-person & Zoom Meeting 11:00am Beach wk.
12:00n00n / Fellowship & Fun
Contemplative 6:30pm Finance
Prayer Mtg via Zoom
9:00am Forum 1:00pm Stone Soup | 11:00am ALC Book | 12:00noon 8:00am Men’s Bfst Women’s Retreat
10:00am Worship Prep Club ) Contemplative | @ Pig ‘N Pancake | @ Camp
WAVES Deadline Prayer 11:00am Beach wk. | Lutherwood through

August 2
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Worship Page

Worship | Readers |Altar Guild |Musicians Recorder

510:00 am Alder Darcy de la Rosa Tami Johnson Arnie Anderson

12 10:00 am Darcy de la Rosa Bill Innis Melodie McKenzie Arnie Anderson

19 10:00 am Sandy Cramer Sally Woodward Tami Johnson Arnie Anderson

26 10:00 am Brenda Grall Karen Johnson Melodie McKenzie Arnie Anderson
Ushers Greeters Counters Zoom Host

5 10:0

12/10:00 am ;eaKg::nIg;l;snson Eﬁ?fg\yvgzcv?d& TBD

9 10:0 ey e

26 10:00 am 8Dtal\l;lla|\r/|;;|r:n Murphy \F:Ztgiv::zlalci TBD

JULY

&2

Hﬁf)l(

S U M M E R

& 3t ?@5'
Dan Moore July 4 \*“N\’C}
Noah Price July 5
Diane Knutson  July 8 Flowers for
Marion Peters  July 10 Worship
Teresa Troy July 10 5 Wayne & Jackie
Joe Baumgarten July 11 Kirchmann
Corinne Johnson July 17 12
Bill Innis July 17 19

Randy and Peggy Gilman July 1 26

Anne Stangeland July 21
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SOCiaI MiniStl‘y by Sally Jennings
Food Pantry Program -Black Barrel

Ongoing typical items that the Pantry would really appreciate
receiving: Canned Tuna, Chicken, Vegetables, Fruit. Ready To
Eat Items such as Spaghetti O’s/Ravioli, Chili, Baked Beans,
Soups (Vegetable, Tomato, Mushroom, Chicken Noodle).
Almond Milk, Individual Juices, Peanut Butter, Jam (in plastic
containers), Crackers, Cereals, Fruit Bars, Dry Pasta (Spaghetti,
Egg Noodle, Macaroni), Top Ramen, Mac & Cheese, Rice, Dried
Beans (Pinto) & Tortillas (Corn & Flour).

Stone Soup Team Atonement will be serving Stone Soup

at St. Stephens Episcopal Church on Monday, July 27that 5:00pm. If you would
like to help prepare and/or serve food please call Sally Jennings @541 444-
2687. It is much easier to plan how everyone can help.

Dog Food Needed for June Stone Soup
Please donate dry dog food. We give out 15 one gallon bags of dog food and 15 smaller bags
of dry cat food each month at Stone Soup. Thanks to your generosity, we have enough cat
food to use for several months. Donations may be left under the Donation Station table in
the Narthex.

Agape Respite Center

Agape is a nonprofit organization in Newport that provides basic needs
& offers a range of vital services to support individuals experiencing
homelessness or facing transitional challenges. They are serving
approx. 50 warm meals a day and giving out sack lunches. Starting
June 1st they will be open from 7:00am - 3:00pm everyday except
Sundays.

Wish list: they are most in need of bottled water and tarps of all sizes.
Please leave any donated items on or under the Donation Station Table in the Narthex.

ik. Donating to Dedicated Funds

Qvﬂ\n} If you would like to contribute to the following programs and be part of Atonement’s
efforts and receive a tax deduction for your money - Make your check out to
Atonement Lutheran Church, and indicate on the "memo” portion of your check what fund you
would like to support such as Agape, Samaritan House, Diapers, Pet food for Stone Soup,
Ukraine Refugees etc.

(Continued on next page)
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Diapers for Samaritan House

Sd dritd" Day Care Center

Diapers are an ongoing need at Samaritan House's Yellow Submarine
Childcare Center. If you would like to donate funds, please note

"Diapers" on your check.

Help Samaritan Children Get
Ready to Go Back to School

Please help the children living at Samaritan House
purchase clothes and shoes to return to school this Fall.
We plan to give each school age child a gift card to use to
shop for school clothes. We have been doing this for many
years now, and it is very much appreciated. Your
monetary donations make this possible. Please write
Samaritan House on the memo line of your check. How
much we will be able to help each child will be determined
by how much we donate in July and August. Remember
how it felt to have that new outfit to wear to the first day
of school, and let's help these children have a good start
to their school year.

R e e R e e e
Yaquina Cab rides to Atonement

Do you need a ride to Worship or other activities at Atonement? We have partnered
with Yaquina Cab to provide rides for our friends and members. To receive a ride, please
contact Pastor John at 425-923-8558. He will walk you through the process to get a
ride here and back home again at no cost to you.

Beach Walks / Fellowship Fun by pastor john smithies

If you are looking for a time to informally meet at church - this is it. If it
is a clear day and we want to go out for a walk we can, or if we want to
sit around the table with coffee and catch up for a bit that is great too.
Like the beach walk the discussion will be up to the Spirit. People should
feel free to drop in for as long or as little as they would want.

Coffee Hour by Sandy Cramer ')

We could sure use some help with set up before Worship!
Talk to Sandy about ways to help!

Snacks and goodies are always appreciated, either for the
current week or to store in the pantry for later!
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Request to limit fragrances

All are joyfully welcome in our church! To help everyone worship and fellowship in comfort,
we invite attendees to abstain from strong perfumes and colognes, in order to care for those
with allergies and sensitivities. Thank you for sharing this spirit of care.

Praying the Rosary with the Gnostics

Atonement Lutheran is providing space for Queen of Heaven Gnostic Church to hold a rosary
prayer service on Wednesday nights from 8:30 to 9:15 pm. The prayer service will be held in
Atonement’s Narthex and over zoom. Please feel free to join us online or in-person! Extra
rosaries are available to those who need one. If you have any questions, would like to be added
to the email list (and emailed the zoom link), or would like a tutorial on praying the rosary,
please reach out! I can be contacted at ej363707@gmail.com or 740-856-8239. And from my
church to Atonement, thank you!

Pax et lux, Emily Johnston

From the Endowment Committee - How to Split a Baby
by Alder

Do you remember the Bible story about King Solomon? A woman falsely claimed a child was
hers. The real mother claimed the child was hers. Solomon said he didn’t have evidence to
decide either way, so he would just have his soldiers cut the baby in half and give half to each.
One woman immediately gave up her claim, caring more for the child’s safety than herself—
and so Solomon knew she was the real mother. 1 Kings 16-28.

Lawyers have adopted the expression “splitting the baby” for when a decision-maker can’t find
a way to choose a winner in a dispute and so just tries to be fair for both sides. Our Endowment
Fund has a similar situation—the writers of our church Constitution and the donors who gave
money to the fund knew that two groups would want the money to go to them: There are
people who need the money right now for the good works they are doing, and people who will
need it in the future. Who deserves it more? We can’t choose one group over the other. We
just have to be fair.

Fortunately, we have instructions in the church Policies and Procedures for how to do that. The
money donors have given us must be kept for the future, but like the “good and faithful
steward” in the Parable of the Talents, we can put the treasure we were given to work, turning
our five bags of gold into ten. Matthew 25:16. The original five must be kept for the future,
but the five more we made from it should be spent in the present. It would be wrong to save
all ten for the future, just as it would be wrong to spend all ten right now: We have to be fair.
At the beginning of each year, we determine how much our money has grown by comparing
the total balance in the Endowment Fund to the total donations we received (the principal).
The difference is the income, what we should spend for mission outreach right now. This is the
wisdom of those who crafted the Endowment Fund years ago—to do good in our community
right now with the income from our investments, while saving the principal funds to continue
to grow to do good in the future.

Atonement Lutheran Church )

=
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