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Have you heard about the CLPUD plan yet? 
They say the best way to spread news is to start a rumor. But 

we don’t want to spread a rumor but distill truthful information. 
The rumor is true, Central Lincoln PUD, our good neighbors  to 
the south is building a new building and tearing down the old 

one. We would like to tell you all about this and answer any 
questions you might have because this will impact us. We invite 
you to a brief informational meeting after church on July 
20th where we will present all the known information and what 
parking is going to look like after they begin their construction, 

which is scheduled to begin at the end of summer. Bring your 
questions, we will have maps of the area, and if always you want 
to know before the meeting just ask.              

Summer Barbecues! 
Our first barbecue of the summer on June 25 was a great success! It 

was so nice to see so many people there, and the food was amazing. 

We had fun playing Atonement Bingo too, with prizes!   

 
Our next barbecue will be on July 23, 

and we will feature barbecue chicken! 

Bring your appetites, bring your friends 
and family, bring a side dish or a 

dessert. More importantly just join us if 

you can’t bring anything, your presence 
is the real present! 
  

We at Atonement 

Lutheran Church reach 

out with the good news 

of God’s love through 

Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s ministry includes 

everyone, we, too, 

welcome persons of any 

ethnicity, gender identity, 

gender expression, race, 

sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, economic 

situation, and physical or 

mental ability. And we are 

committed to a vision of 

racial equity.  

All are welcome to join us 

for any and all activities 

held at Atonement 

Lutheran Church  
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Financial Snapshot …  ALC ~  Report by Treasurer - Peggy Gilman 

Updates for May 2025 

General Fund:   Revenues       $ 14,903                     

       Expenses      $ 25,973                                       

       General Fund balance  $ 44,995 

Capital Fund:    Our capital fund revenues from leases are current.  

                            Our mortgage balance   $110,830 

                            Capital Fund balance     $184,210  

Dedicated Fund balance        $ 21,659 

Restricted/Endowment balance   $148,394 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Yaquina Cab rides to Atonement 

Do you need a ride to Worship or other activities at Atonement? We have 

partnered with Yaquina Cab to provide rides for our friends and members. To 

receive a ride, please contact Pastor John at 425-923-8558.  He will walk you 

through the process to get a ride here and back home again at no cost to you. 

 

 

 

Do you need a Notary? 
Sandy Cramer is able to notarize documents during regular office hours, Tuesday 

thru Friday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. There is a $10 charge per document for 

non-members or friends. 

 

          Our Vanco Online Donation option is located on our website 

                        home & contact pages at: 

                         https://www.atonementlutheran.com. 
If  you are  using  this  for the  first  time,  signup is  necessary  to  

have your information on hand.  Once you are in the system, it will 

bring  up your information to complete the transaction. There is a  How 
to Use Direction Sheet in the office.   
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Welcome to Summer—Welcome to the Green Season 

Green now drapes our sanctuary—in banners, stoles, and the long stretch of Sundays 

after Pentecost. Even though summer arrived in Oregon with a torrent of rain, the season has 

changed. The world is greening, stretching upward toward the sun. For those with green 

thumbs, this is the season of tending: watering what has already been planted, trusting the 

sunlight to do its quiet majestic work to produce life. Here is the deeper truth: what ripen in 

the fall depends on the work done now—in these slow, steady warm days of summer. If you 

don’t spend the hours now tending, there will be no harvest later. 

In many ways this is my devotional thought for the month. What are we tending? What 

are you tending in the quiet of your soul, what growth do you wish to see in your life with God? 

Maybe what we hope for gives us a glimpse of what we should be tending now. Too often in 

life we live without asking these questions, but it is always time to ask what you want the next 

stretch of life to look like, and then do with quiet slow work the tending of that dream. 

But there is another aspect I want us to consider. Keep in mind the harvest in the fall is 

contingent on the work done in the summer. In the life of the church, we often focus on 

stewardship in the fall. That’s no accident. In agrarian times, the fall was when the harvest 

was brought in and people knew what they had to share. It was a time to count blessings and 

offer first fruits to God for the ministry of Word and Sacrament. It was in the fall that one knew 

how much they could give. But remember my point, the harvest was built in the labor of the 

summer. 

Just as in surfing—yes, even in surfing—what happens off the water can make all the 

difference. The stretching, training, resting, countless dry land popups, all prepare for the 

encounter of the wave. So too, in faith: the quiet preparation, the small acts of generosity, the 

daily tending to our values—all of it prepares us for harvest. 

Now specifically I would like to reorientate this to our discussion of the fall, and 

stewardship. Because Stewardship is not as much about giving as it is about how we live. 

This year, your church council and leadership have been doing that quiet work behind 

the scenes with the ELCA Foundation. Work around gift giving, legacy planning and how to be 

good stewards with the gifts we have been given. We are working on a draft of a giving policy 

that we will unveil to the congregation in the coming months. These include being a generous 

giver with the funds we receive, placing gifts into endowments that reflect the congregation’s 

hopes and dreams, and that those gifts are funneled into our mission. 

 

Pastor John Smithies 
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(continued from page 3) 

Also, this work will culminate with an in-person visit from Lisa Higginbotham our 

representative from the ELCA Foundation. She will lead a presentation on legacy giving and be 

available in person to help anyone wanting to leave a gift. Her visit will be on September 28th. 

But remember I said that the harvest is contingent on the work we do now. So, we will be 

doing the planting and the watering between now and her coming. This will include articles in 

the Wave and the WOW about giving, temple talks in Church and a book study by Charles Lane 

called Faith and Finance. This is a three-chapter devotional reflection on generosity, faith, and 

how we live into God’s abundance. It is very much beyond just the concept of giving to the 

church, because, remember stewardship is how we live, not how much we give. Copies will be 

available for all who wish to read the book. 

None of this is done to pressure or guilt people into giving, but instead it is to help us 

honor our lives and values, to ensure what you are about is still cared about. Legacy giving 

can be a way of ensuring this. It is about continuing to care for what you love after you have 

left. But these topics and the book discussion are more important than just that, it is about 

living into what we care the most about, learning to love. 

We know that this is a tender moment in our world - wars and rumors of war abound, 

finances are tight, and church membership across the nation is generally declining. I say this 

not in fear or anxiety, for our Lord has promised that the gates of hell will not prevail against 

the church. The victory is already won, but that does not remove from our shoulders the 

responsibility of caring for the gift of this church at this time. We don’t know what the future 

holds, but we do this work to ensure that Atonement Lutheran will be able to continue our 

ministry of love and healing. 

As we settle into this green season, I invite you to see your own life as a garden—already 

planted by God’s grace and full of potential for new growth. The sun may not shine every day, 

but even the rainy ones nourish the roots. 

Let this be a summer of small, faithful practices. A season of tending. Whether it’s 

stretching toward generosity, cultivating trust, or deepening your understanding of legacy, 

may it be a time beyond that to know the still quiet presence of God in our own lives and in 

the lives around us. All this will grow If we but faithfully tend the gardens of our heart. 
 

Amen.                                                  Pastor John Smithies 
 

Adult Forum @ 9:00am  … Pastor John Smithies 

We would like to invite everyone to Adult Forum before worship service on Sundays. This is a 

time to go deeper into the text, ask questions, enjoy fellowship and ponder mysteries. We are 

meeting upstairs too, so if you show up early for service feel free to pop on in for the 

conversation. We strive for honest conversation where multiple views are honored and 

respected. Come with open hearts and minds and join the journey. 
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Beach Walks … by Pastor John Smithies 

One thing I love about summer here at Atonement is our beach walks. 

What a great joy to join fellow walkers for a summer stroll on the beach. 

I am always amazed at the people who show up, it is always different, 

sometimes it is small and intimate and sometimes it feels like a small 

army of walkers. We leave Atonement at 11 and drive to Don Davis Park 

to walk for about 45 minutes enjoying the company and conversation. Please be invited to 

come - bring a friend or just come by yourself and enjoy the company and conversation. 

 

            Coffee Hour… by Sandy Cramer  

Our Fellowship time after worship is a favorite part of the weekend for 

many of us! We are a community, and spending time together and sharing 

a cup of coffee and a snack brings us closer together. Many hands make 

light work. We could use help setting up, cleaning up, and bringing snacks. 

Your help and generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 

 

    Men’s Breakfast Group by Pastor John Smithies   

We meet weekly on Thursday morning for breakfast meal at Pig ‘N 

Pancake at 8am. If you are looking for an invitation to join deeper into our 

community, there is no better way than to break bread together. The invitation is 

always open to grab some food, enjoy the friendly banter and participate in the 

community.  

  

 

Room Rental 
Our church facilities/rooms on the lower level 

are available for rent. We offer space for one 

time events such as parties, meetings or 
weddings; or long term rentals for weekly or 

monthly events. 
 

Contact the office for available dates and times. 
Phone# 541 265-2554  email address: office@atonementlutheran.com  
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 Hello from the Library Committee   
              by Bonnie Powell 

We are excited to have ordered new craft books for children that 

could also be used for Sunday School or adults. There is a new book ordered on 
Care Giving as well. These will be a great addition to our Library.  

Happy Reading! 

 

Book Review … by Bonnie Powell 

Title: Holden Village, A Christian 

Renewal and Mountain Community 

Author:  Dan Erlanger 

Holden Village began as a Mining Camp for 

copper in the 1930’s. As the minerals depleted 

in 1957 the Mining Company gave the 

structures  to the Lutheran Church. It was 

developed as a Lutheran Retreat located in a beautiful mountain valley offering 

many services, classes and activities. There is a lot of information and photos 

offering a great description of all that is available. Even if a person isn’t interested 

in going there, it’s fascinating to read about! I highly recommend this book! 

 

 
 

Flowers for Sunday Worship 

Help make our Sanctuary beautiful for Sunday Worship—sign up 

to bring Altar Flowers! Flowers may be dedicated for birthdays, 

anniversaries, in  remembrance, etc.  Or you can bring flowers 

just  because. The sign up sheet is located on the Bulletin Board 

next to the Upper Meeting Room. Thank You!   
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ALC Book Club … by  Pastor John Smithies 

We are winding near the end of the book list for our 2024 - 2025 book club. 

As always, I am looking for a recommendation to our list to cover 2025-2026 

list. I will have the list available by the end of the summer. 
 

For this month we will be reading a work by Richard Rouse, “Fire of Grace: The Healing Power 

of Forgiveness.” Richard Rouse is a retired ELCA pastor and professor at Pacific Lutheran 

University. The book’s topic is how through the transformative power of God’s grace we can be 

transformed by the power of forgiveness.  Book club meets on the fourth Tuesday and Thursday 

of the month. Please be invited and please get your recommendations for next year’s list sent 

to Pastor John. 
 

Tuesday, June 24th @ 11:00am and Thursday June 26th @ 5:00pm. 
 

For the next 2 months these will be the books we will be reading. 
 

Book Club 2024 - 2025 
 

 July:        Fire of Grace: The Healing Power of Forgiveness by Richard W Rouse 
 

 August:       The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom 

 

  

 

WELCA is on break for the summer and will resume in the Fall. 

  
 

Estate Planning 

Have you remembered Atonement Lutheran Church in your Will or 

Estate Plan?  For your convenience and interest, we have pamphlets 

available on table near kitchen. 
 

Dear Friends, Our Altar Guild is in a season of restructuring and renewal. 

This behind-the-scenes ministry tends to many of the sacred details that 

shape our worship—from banners to candles, from preparing communion to 

cleaning up afterward. It’s holy work that holds the symbols of our faith with 

reverence and care. 

We’re looking for people who feel called to serve in this quiet yet deeply meaningful way. If that 

sounds like you—or if you're simply curious—please speak with Pastor John. Together, we’ll discover 

how we can continue to meaningfully care of our beloved objects and spaces.  
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Kid’s Page 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is finished for the school year. See you all in the fall! 

Youth in Worship ... by Pastor John Smithies 

We are encouraging our youth to assist in various ways on Sunday morning! 

We invite parents and youth to sign up on our sign up board and or show up 
early and let us know that you would like to assist. Our ushers are more than 

happy to assist you in everything! Our youth are a part of our service! 

Color me
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July 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                         
 

1 2 
12:00pm  

Contemplative  
           Prayer 

3 

8:00am Men’s Bfst  
@ Pig ‘N Pancake  

  

11:00am Beach  
              Walk 
 
 
  

4 
Office closed 

5 

6 

9:00am Adult Forum 
 

10:00am Worship 
In-Person & Zoom 

   

7 

Office closed 

8 

9:00am Property  
            Meeting 

9 
  

12:00pm 
 Contemplative  

          Prayer 
   

3:30pm Finance 
            Mtg  

10 

8:00am Men’s  Bfst  
  @ Pig ‘N Pancake 
  

11:00am Beach  
              Walk 
  

3:30pm S/M Mtg 
  

5:00pm OCQG  
             Mtg  (F/H)  

11 12 

13 

9:00am Adult Forum 
  

10:00am Worship 
    In-person & Zoom 
 

11:15am Outreach    
              Mtg 
 

12:15pm Worship & 
               Music Mtg 

14 

 Office closed 

15 16 

12:00pm  
Contemplative  

          Prayer  
   

17 

8:00am Men’s Bfst  
  @ Pig ‘N Pancake  
  

11:00am Beach   
              Walk 
 
 
 
 
  

18  19 

        20 

9:00am Adult Forum 
  

10:00am Worship 
    In-person & Zoom 
   

21 

Office closed 
   

22 

11:00am ALC Book         
              Club Mtg 

   

23 
12:00pm  

Contemplative  
          Prayer 
  

6:00pm Summer  
            Barbecue 
  
  

24 
8:00am Men’s Bfst  
 @  Pig ‘N Pancake  
  

11:00am Beach  
              Walk 
  

5:00pm ALC Book  
            Club Mtg 

   
 

  

 25 26 

27 

9:00am Adult Forum 
  

10:00am Worship 
    In-person & Zoom   
 

12:00pm  Council  

 28  

Office closed 
 

5:00pm Stone Soup  
@  St  Stephen 

  
 

 

 WAVES Deadline 

  
  

  
  

  
   

29  

 
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

  
   

 30  

  

 12:00pm  
Contemplative  

         Prayer  
  

 
  
  
  

  
  

  
   

 31  

8:00am Men’s Bfst  
  @ Pig ‘N Pancake  
  

11:00am Beach  
              Walk 
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Worship Readers  Altar Guild Musicians  Recorder 

 6  10:00 am   Gary Thompson 
Marian Brown /  

Darcy de la Rosa 
Marian Brown Arnie Anderson 

13  10:00 am   Rhonda Harman Marian Brown Marian Brown Arnie Anderson 

20  10:00 am     ____________ ____________ Melodie McKenzie Arnie Anderson 

27  10:00 am  Brenda Grall ____________ Tami Johnson Arnie Anderson 

     

 Ushers Greeters    Counters   Zoom Host       

 6  10:00 am   ____________ 
Dan Moore /  

Maryellen Murphy 

Bob Olson / 

Travis Fox  
Travis Fox 

13  10:00 am   ____________ 
Jeanne Innis / 

Jerryann Olson 

Travis Fox / 

Pete Kraack 
 Susan Painter 

20  10:00 am     ____________ 
Maryellen Murphy /  

Barb Ward 

Pete Kraack /       

Cathy Devereaux 
Travis Fox 

27  10:00 am  ____________ 
Karen Johnson /  

Rhonda Harman 

Cathy Devereaux / 

Peggy Gilman 
Barbara Ward 

  

Worship Page  

Randy and Peggy Gilman July 1 

Dan Moore  July 4 

Noah Price  July 5 

Diane Knutson July 8 

Marion Peters  July 10 

Teresa Troy  July 10 

Joe Baumgarten July 11 

Corinne Johnson July 17 

Bill Innis  July 17 

Anne Stangeland July 21 

Marian Brown  July 23 

Flowers for Worship 

6 ________________ 

13 Suzie Budeau 

20 ________________ 

27 ________________ 
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Social Ministry …  

Food Pantry Program  - Black Barrel 

Here is a list of the typical items that the Pantry would really appreciate  receiving as food 

items: Canned Tuna, Chicken, Vegetables, Fruit. Ready to eat items:  Spaghetti O’s/Ravioli, 

Chili, Baked Beans, Soups (Vegetable, Tomato,  Mushroom, Chicken Noodle). Almond Milk, 

Individual Juices, Peanut Butter, Jam in plastic containers, Crackers, Cereals, Fruit Bars, Dry 

Pasta (Spaghetti, Egg Noodle, Macaroni), Top Ramen, Mac & Cheese, Rice, Dried Beans (Pinto) 

& Tortillas (Corn & Flour). 
  

 

Stone Soup … Team Atonement will be serving Stone Soup 

at St. Stephens Episcopal Church on Monday, July 28 at 5:00pm. 
 

We are asking for Dry Dog or Cat Food donations to give out.   

Please leave donations on the table under Office window.  
 

If you would like to help: please call Sally Jennings @541 444-2687 

It is much easier to plan how everyone can help. 

 

Agape Respite Center   … by Patty Fox 

Agape is a nonprofit organization in Newport that provides basic needs & offers a 

range of vital services to support individuals experiencing  homelessness or facing transitional 

challenges. For the month of July they could use paper products (plates, bowls and paper 

towels), individual bottled waters, and instant food items like instant oatmeal or soft energy 

bars. 

        Please leave any donated items on the table under the Office window. 

 
 

Donating to Dedicated Funds    

If you would like to contribute to the following programs and be part of Atonement’s efforts 

and receive a tax deduction for your money – please make a donation to Atonement Lutheran 

Church. You can do this simply by indicating it on the “memo” portion of your check what fund 

you would like to support such as Agape, Samaritan House, Pet food for Stone Soup, Ukraine 

Refugees etc... 

Continued on page 12 
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 Social Ministry ... Continued  by Sally Jennings 

Diapers for Samaritan House 

Day Care Center 

We will continue purchasing diapers for the Yellow 

Submarine Day Care Center as the need arises and when 
funds are available. If you would like to donate 
funds,  please note "Diapers" on your check. 

 

 

Summer Fun Gift Bags for Samaritan House Children 

Our Sunday School children did a great job shopping for summer fun items for 

the 23 children living at Samaritan House. We delivered the big bags of fun just 

in time for the first day of summer vacation.  Huge thanks to everyone who 

donated to and/or helped out with this project.  

 

Help Samaritan House Children Buy 
Back-to-School Clothes & Shoes 

Remember how important it was to have something new to wear on the first 

day of school? For several years now, we have provided gift cards to Samaritan 
House to help school age children who live there purchase clothes and shoes. If 
you would like to donate funds to help us purchase gift cards, please indicate 

"Samaritan House" on the memo line of your check. 

                                     

  

 

  

 

  

 

Come Join our Service Programs! 
Are you interested in Social Ministry? Or Parish Life, 

Outreach, Library, Property, Altar Guild or more? 

Please pick up a copy of committee program 

information on the table next to Kitchen. We would 

love to have your help! 

  

 


