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Inside this issue: 

We at Atonement 

Lutheran Church reach 

out with the good news 

of God’s love through 

Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s ministry includes 

everyone, we, too, 

welcome persons of any 

ethnicity, gender identity, 

gender expression, race, 

sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, economic 

situation, and physical or 

mental ability. And we are 

committed to a vision of 

racial equity.  

All are welcome to join us 

for any and all activities 

held at Atonement 

Lutheran Church  

Makin’ Waves 
Atonement Lutheran Church 

2315 N Coast Hwy—Newport, OR 97365 

office@atonementlutheran.com 

               541-265-2554 

   Office Hours - 10:00am ~ 3:00pm 

                   Tuesday thru Friday 

             Worship Services 

             Sundays @ 10:00am 

               Pastor John Smithies   

   pastorjohn@atonementlutheran.com 

                     425-923-8558 

                  Website / Facebook Page  

Sunday Worship Service on YouTube         

www.atonementluthern.com                 

 

Fuller Center Bike Adventure  
 The Fuller Center for Housing is a nonprofit,           

ecumenical Christian housing ministry dedicated to 

eliminating poverty housing worldwide. Globally, The 

Fuller Center has built or repaired over 8,000 homes. 

They are biking down the coast to raise funds and will 

be staying overnight in our Fellowship Hall on the night 

of June 5th.  We are firing up the barbecue for burgers 

and hot dogs and are hoping our members and friends 

will bring side dishes, and come to join in a meal and 

fellowship. This will be a great warm up for our regular 

summer barbecues! 

Summer BBQ and Fellowship 
You are invited to join us on the 4th Wednesday of the 

month for our summer BBQ series starting in June. This 

is a time to enjoy fellowship and the warm weather, get 

to know one another better, and of course eat! In June 

we will serve burgers and hot dogs, July will feature   

chicken, and we look forward to seafood in August. 

You’re invited to bring a side dish if you so choose, but 

above all just come! We hope to see you all there, and 

bring a friend! 



  

Financial Snapshot …  ALC ~  Report by Treasurer - Peggy Gilman 
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General Fund:   Revenues      $ 13,328                      

  Expenses     $ 21,460                                        

  General Fund balance $ 38,250 

  

Capital Fund:    Our capital fund revenues from leases are current.  

                         Our mortgage balance  $116,452 

                         Capital Fund balance    $195,401  

Dedicated Fund balance       $ 21,882 

Restricted/Endowment balance  $144,152 
                                   

O ur Vanco Online Donation option is located on our website 

home & contact pages at: 

https://www.atonementlutheran.com. 

If you are using this for the first time, signup is necessary to 

have your information on hand.  Once you are in the system, it 

will bring up your information to complete the transaction.  

Updates for April 2025 

Contemplative Prayer by Pastor John Smithies 

Wednesdays @ 12:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

W e are continuing the contemplative prayer services 

that we began during Lent. The service takes about a 

half hour with a brief devotion, and a few minutes of       

instruction before we practice silent prayer together.  

Construction at Central Lincoln PUD 
Central Lincoln will soon begin construction on their new building, which will be 

built in the west lot of their current building. We will have some informational 

meetings coming up in July about this. We have a draft in the office for what the 

final production is going to look like for those wishing to see it. This will change 

our parking slightly with a new exit point. The work is scheduled to begin at the 

end of summer and last 18 months. We will provide further information and    

updates as we get them and look forward to the sharing details in July. 



Makin’ Waves 

Page 3 

       
       

Matthew 10:41–42 

 

"Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and whoever     
welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. 
And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly 
I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward." 

This is such an amazing verse from Jesus’ teaching. I could go many directions here, because 
God’s economy is vastly different from the economies of the world. What do you have to do to 
get the prophet’s reward? The world says: become a prophet, do all the hard work, compete in 
the zero-sum game—and only then do you receive your prize. But Jesus says something     
completely different. He says, “Well, give that prophet a glass of cold water.” Do that, and you 
will receive the prophet’s reward. 

Try running a business like that—you’d go broke in a day! But in God’s overflowing love, the 
prophet’s “profit” is shared with as many people as possible. 

That also means the prophet isn’t in it for the reward. So why try at all? Because of love. God's 
economy is based on community, not competition; on love, not gain. It’s a vision where every 
person has worth and dignity. We all have something to contribute. We are all part of the team. 

We need prophetic voices to speak hard truths, but even prophets get thirsty. Try speaking with 
a dry voice—it’s nearly impossible. You need someone to bring you water. So who’s more      
important—the one speaking, or the one who brought the water? The spiritual truth is: both are 
essential. 

We all have indispensable tasks. The work behind the scenes is just as holy. Sometimes it really 
is as simple as giving a cup of water. Martin Luther reminded us of this. When we pray for 
“daily bread,” we’re praying for farmers, bakers, and even the one who sweeps the threshing 
floor. All have sacred callings. 

Now we’re at the threshold of summer. Soon the heat will rise, and we’ll crave water. No one 
can do much in the heat without it. So to be the one who gives water—that’s holy work too. In 
God’s economy, everything is connected. We are a circle of interdependence. We need one    
another. If we can see the world through this lens, we begin to see with the eyes of Christ. We 
are one body. 

This month, we enter the “green” season of the Church. Our banners turn green and stay that 
way until Advent. And of course, there is no green growth without water. That’s true physically, 
spiritually, and metaphorically. As I often say: symbols participate in what they symbolize. 

Our baptismal font stands at the entrance to the church for a reason. Without the promise that 
the Spirit meets us in the water, there would be no growth. We are 70% water—and yet we still 
thirst. We come to church to drink deeply of God’s Spirit, and then go out to quench others’ 
thirsts. 

And here’s a living symbol of all this: on June 5th, we’ll welcome the Fuller Bike Adventure. This 
group is riding from Seattle to San Diego to raise money for homeless shelters. They’re doing 
the hard work. What can we do to help? We can welcome them into our midst. We can offer 
them showers, a place to sleep, a warm meal, a cup of cold water. Maybe even coffee—because 
we are Lutherans, after all! I invite you all to be part of this ministry and mystery. We’ll open 
the fellowship hall, fire up the BBQ, and I hope you’ll bring a side dish—fruit, salad, or whatever 
you can—and offer these travelers the refreshment of your presence. 

This is God's economy at work. Love poured out in service. Each of us has a part to play. They 
ride to house the houseless; we support them by welcome and encouragement. Let this be a 
symbol for us. In God’s kingdom, the little acts of love are just as important as the big ones. 
May we open our hearts to a God who moves in the smallest gestures of love. 

Amen.                                                  Pastor John Smithies 

 

Pastor John Smithies 
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          Adult Forum @ 9:00am  … Pastor John Smithies   

A dult Forum focuses on the lectionary readings for that Sunday and en-

gages in some wonderful conversations in our upper meeting room. 

All are welcome to come in person or on zoom or watch the recording the 

following week. The readings are sent out ahead of time by email.  

       Beach Walks … by Pastor John Smithies 

B each walks will be every Thursday at 11 am. We will go to 

the beach and walk for about an hour and let the holy 

Spirit drive the conversation. Bring your questions or just enjoy the    

company. This is a great way to have fellowship and meet new people, you 

are invited to come to any or all, bring a friend or just enjoy the time 

yourself.  We meet at the church and carpool from there to the beach. 

   Men’s Breakfast Group by Pastor John Smithies   

W e meet weekly on Thursday morning for breakfast meal at 

Pig ‘N Pancake at 8am. If you are looking for an invitation to 

join deeper into our community, there is no better way than to break 

bread together. The invitation is always open to grab some food, enjoy the 

friendly banter and participate in the community.  

            Coffee Hour… by Sandy Cramer  

H  osts needed for our weekly coffee hour! Sign up to 

bring goodies for after worship. Also needed are 

baked or bought goodies for weeks we don’t have a host. Bring a batch of 

cookies, a bag of pretzels, or anything we can pop in the freezer or on a 

shelf to use as needed. Thank you! Our   Fellowship Time is important! 
 



Makin’ Waves 

Page 5 

O ur church facilities/rooms on 

the lower level are available 

for rent. We offer space for one 

time events such as parties, meetings or weddings; or long term rentals 

for weekly or monthly events. 

Contact our office for available dates and time. 

Phone# 541 265-2554  email address: office@atonementlutheran.com 

Room Rental  

Flowers for Sunday Worship 

Help make our Sanctuary beautiful for Sunday Worship—sign 

up to bring Altar Flowers! Flowers may be dedicated for 

birthdays, anniversaries, in  remembrance, etc.  Or you can 

bring flowers just  because. The sign up sheet is located on 

the Bulletin Board next to the Upper Meeting Room. Thank 

You!                                         

 

WELCA will meet June 11 at 12:30 pm  for the final meeting 

before a summer break. Bring a salad for the potluck salad 

lunch! 

Holden Evening Worship to continue in the fall 

O ur musicians do a lot for us and we are truly thankful for all that they 

do. Our singers take a much-needed break in the summer to recharge, 

and we simplify our Sunday Liturgy to reflect this. We take a break for our 

third Wednesday Holden evening prayer service during the summer;     

however, we also want to keep on everyone’s radar that we are hoping to 

find additional leaders who can help lead that service. The more people we 

have that can lead it the more sustainable that service is for us as a     

community. We are not looking for any long commitments but a pool of   

additional people who would like to help lead prayer. If this might be you 

we ask that you prayerful consider joining us. 
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Book Review … by Bonnie Powell 

Estate Planning

H ave you remembered Atonement Lutheran Church in 

your Will or Estate Plan?  For your convenience and     

interest, we have pamphlets available on table near kitchen. 

Hello from the Library Committee   
              by Bonnie Powell 

Title: SIGNS of BELONGING  

 Luther’s Marks of the Church and the Christian Life 

Author: Mary E. Hinkle 

J  ust a reminder here on how to check out a book from our library: when 

you find a book you want, take out the card from the pocket in the back 

of the book, put your name and date on the card. Now look at the first   

letter  of the author’s last name and file the card in the black file box under 

that letter. 
 

You can check out the book for as long as you need it-we don’t have a  

certain time    requirement but please return it when finished  in the Book 

Return slot on the bottom shelf to the left of the shelves.  I hope you find a 

book that interests you! 
 

If you have suggestions for new book purchases, please put a note in my 

mailbox. 

In this book, the author presents treatises of Martin  

Luther explaining each as important to his beliefs     

important to Christian life.  It’s a small book but very 

well written by an eminent scholar. You can find it in 

the Christian Life section of the library. It will be       

displayed in the check out area. 
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A ltar Guild is looking for some additional members to help set up 

and clean up for communion on Sundays. The time commitment is 

about 30 minutes before Worship and 30 minutes after. With enough 

members each person would only need to be scheduled once a month. 

Ask Marian Brown for details. 

 ALC Book Club … by  Pastor John Smithies 

T o kick off summer, we have a fun book to read: The Soul 

of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery. This work will go on 

the heels of our last month’s work The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr, 

which gives us an opportunity to deepen the lessons that Rohr had for us 

in that work. Can you learn to see Christ’s presence in the Octopus? Learn 

the true spirituality and love that is in the heart of   creation, for Creation 

itself is the first incarnation. 
 

Tuesday, June 24th @ 11:00am and Thursday June 26th @ 5:00pm.   
 

For the next 2 months these will be the books we will be reading. 
 

Book Club 2025 
 

 July:        Fire of Grace by Richard W Rouse, explores the healing pow-

er of forgiveness 
 

 August:       The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom 
 

Yaquina Cab rides to Atonement 
Michelle Geltner, owner of the Yaquina Cab company, has agreed to work with us to 

provide rides for Atonement members to church services and events. 
 

Here is the way it will work:  To receive a ride, please contact Pastor John as soon as 

you expect to need one. His cell phone number is 425-923-8558.  He will give you a 

password and then contact Michelle.  He will give her the password, your name and 

your address.  She will then contact one of her drivers and provide that password.  

When a Yaquina Cab appears at your door, give the driver the password and enjoy 

transportation to church [and home]. 
 

Pastor John will authorize the ride to be billed to an Atonement credit card. 
 

We are hoping that this service will help anyone who needs a ride to Atonement! 
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Kid’s Page 

 

Sunday School is finished for the school year. See you all in the fall! 

W e are encouraging our youth to assist in various ways on Sunday morning! We 

invite parents and youth to sign up on our sign up board and or show up early 

and let us know that you would like to assist. Our ushers are more than happy to assist 

you in everything! Our youth are a part of our service!  

Youth in Worship ... by Pastor John Smithies 

ColoringBug.Com 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                       1 

10:00am Worship 
     In-Person & Zoom 
  

11:30am Choir 

 
   

 

 

    

2 
Office closed 

3 4 
12:00pm Contem-
plative Prayer 

5 

8:00am Men’s  Bfst 
@  Pig ‘N Pancake  
 

11:00am Beach 
Walk 
6:00pm Fuller Bike 
Potluck 
    

6       
   
 
 
  
  
 
  
   

7 
 
 
      
  
  

8 

9:00am Adult Forum 
9:00am Choir 
 

10:00am Worship 
     In-Person & Zoom 
 

11:15 Outreach  Mtg 
 

12:15am Worship  
       & Music Mtg 
 
  

9 

Office closed 
 

   
 

 
 
  
  
  
 
 

10 

9:00am Property 
Meeting 

11 

10:45 Library Mtg 
 

12:00pm Contem-
plative Prayer 
 
 

 12:30pm WELCA 
                 
 
 
 
 

12 

8:00am Men’s  Bfst 
@  Pig ‘N Pancake 
 

11:00am Beach 
Walk 
 

3:30pm S/M Mtg 
 

5:00pm OCQG  
        Mtg  (F/H) 
 
 

13  
            

   
 

14 
 

  

  
  

15 

9:00am Adult Forum 
 

10:00am Worship 
     In-person & Zoom 
 
 

  
  
 

 
 
  

16 

 Office closed 
  
   
 
 
 

  

17 
  
 

 
 

  

18 

12:00pm Contem-
plative Prayer 
 
 

3:30pm Finance 
            Mtg 
 
 
 

 
 
 

19 

8:00am Men’s  Bfst 
@  Pig ‘N Pancake  
 

11:00am Beach 
Walk 
 

 
 
 
  

20 
  
 
 
  
   
  

 
  
 
  

 21 

  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 

           22 

9:00am Adult Forum 
 

10:00am Worship 
     In-person & Zoom 
 

12:00pm  Council 
 
 
  

 

23 

Office closed 
 

5:00pm Stone 
Soup@  St  Stephen 

   
 
 
 
 

24 

11:00am ALC Book 
Club Mtg 

 
WAVES   
    Deadline 
 
   
 

25 

12:00pm Contem-
plative Prayer 
 

6:00 pm Summer 
Barbecue 
 
 
 
 

26 
8:00am Men’s  Bfst 
@  Pig ‘N Pancake  
 

11:00am Beach 
Walk 
 

5:00pm ALC Book  
Club Mtg 
 
  

              

 27 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
  

28 
  
  
 
 
   

29 

9:00am Adult Forum 
 

10:00am Worship 
     In-person & Zoom   
  
 

 30  

Office closed 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
  
 

     
 

 
 
   
   
 
 
 
  

         
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

                 
 

  
 
  
  
 
 
 

         
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

                                                               

June 2025           
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Worship Page  

 1 ________________  

 8 ________________  

15 ________________ 

22 Braulio Escobar  

30 ________________ 

  

    

Worship Readers Altar Guild Musicians Recorder

  1  10:00 am  Darcy de la Rosa
Marian Brown / 

Darcy de la Rosa
Melodie McKenzie Arnie Anderson

  8  10:00 am  ____________ Marian Brown Tami Johnson Arnie Anderson

 15  10:00 am    ____________ Marian Brown Melodie McKenzie Arnie Anderson

 22  10:00 am Brenda Grall Marian Brown Marian Brown Arnie Anderson

 30  10:00 am   Sandy Cramer Marian Brown Tami Johnson Arnie Anderson

Ushers Greeters   Counters  Zoom Host      

  1  10:00 am  ____________
Dan Moore / 

Maryellen Murphy

Travis Fox /     

Peggy Gilman
Barbara Ward

  8  10:00 am  ____________
Jeanne Innis /   

Barb Ward

Pete Kraack /  

Travis Fox
 Susan Painter

 15  10:00 am    ____________
Maryellen Murphy / 

Barb Ward

Pete Kraack /      

Bob Olson
Travis Fox

 22  10:00 am ____________ Karen Johnson / 
Peggy Gilman / 

Cathy Devereaux
Travis Fox

 30  10:00 am   ____________
Rhonda Harman / 

Brenda Grall

Bob Olson /      

Peggy Gilman
Barbara Ward

Peter Kraack  6/1 

Patty Fox   6/5 

Pat Lewis   6/5 

John Knudson  6/5 

Willow Buzwell 6/11 

Hallie Ezzell         6/11 

Randy Gilman      6/11 

Dan McCue          6/11 

Rosemary Ryan 6/15 

Bonnie Powell  6/17 

Jean Alden  6/24 

Colin Kimberly 6/25 

Paul Stangeland 6/29 

Mike & Raynette Rawles 6/1 

David & Sandy Cramer 6/20 

Rick & Joy Gutknecht  6/21 

Dan & Penny McCue  6/30 

Travis & Patty Fox  6/30 



H ere is a list of the typical items that the Pantry would really appreciate  receiving 

as food items: Canned Tuna, Chicken, Vegetables, Fruit. Ready to eat items:  

Spaghetti O’s/Ravioli, Chili, Baked Beans, Soups (Vegetable, Tomato,  Mushroom, 

Chicken Noodle). Almond Milk, Individual Juices, Peanut Butter, Jam in plastic contain-

ers, Crackers, Cereals, Fruit Bars, Dry Pasta (Spaghetti, Egg Noodle, Macaroni), Top 

Ramen, Mac & Cheese, Rice, Dried Beans (Pinto) & Tortillas (Corn & Flour). 

Social Ministry …   
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Food Pantry Program  - Black Barrel 

 Stone Soup … Team Atonement will be serving Stone Soup  

          at St. Stephens Episcopal Church on Monday, June 23 at 5:00pm.   

 

We are asking for Dry Dog or Cat Food donations to give out.   

Please leave on table under Office window.  

 

If you would like to help: please call Sally Jennings @541 444-2687    

It is much easier to plan how everyone can help. 

Continue on page 12 

Donating to Dedicated Funds    

I f you would like to contribute to the following programs and be part of Atonement’s 

efforts and receive a tax deduction for your money – please make a donation to 

Atonement Lutheran Church. You can do this simply by indicating it on the “memo” 

portion of your check what fund you would like to support such as Agape, Samaritan 

House, Pet food for Stone Soup, Ukraine Refugees etc... 

Agape Respite Center   … by Patty Fox 

Agape is a nonprofit organization in Newport that provides basic needs & 

offers a range of vital services to support individuals experiencing  

homelessness or facing transitional challenges. For the month of June they could use 

ground coffee; sugar or non dairy powdered creamer in the 12 oz. flip top containers; 

camping gear; toiletries; and cleaning supplies. 



 

Come Join our Service Programs! 

A re you interested in Social Ministry? Or 

Parish Life, Outreach, Library, Property, 

Altar Guild or more? Please pick up a copy 

of committee program information on the 

table next to Kitchen. We would love to 

have your help! 

Diapers for Samaritan House Day Care Center 
We will continue purchasing diapers for the Yellow Submarine 
Day Care Center as the need arises and when funds are   
available. If you would like to donate funds,  please note 
"Diapers" on your check. 

                 Bejeweled  

T he annual fundraiser for Food Share of Lincoln County 

on May 10 raised over $15,000! Thank you for your 

donations and support! 

 

Sunday School Shops for Samaritan House Children 

o n Sunday, June 8th, our Sunday School children will shop for Summer 

fun items for the 22 children living at Samaritan House. If you would 

like to donate funds for our children to shop with, please note "Samaritan 

House" on your check. 

Social Ministry ... Continued  by Sally Jennings 


