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Inside this issue: 

We at Atonement 

Lutheran Church reach 

out with the good news 

of God’s love through 

Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s ministry includes 

everyone, we, too, 

welcome persons of any 

ethnicity, gender identity, 

gender expression, race, 

sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, economic 

situation, and physical or 

mental ability. And we are 

committed to a vision of 

racial equity.  

All are welcome to join us 

for any and all activities 

held at Atonement 

Lutheran Church  

Makin’ Waves 
Atonement Lutheran Church 

2315 N Coast Hwy—Newport, OR 97365 

office@atonementlutheran.com 

               541-265-2554 

   Office Hours 
 10:00am ~ 3:00pm 

 Tuesday thru Friday 

             Worship Services 

             Sundays @ 10:00am 

               Pastor John Smithies   

   pastorjohn@atonementlutheran.com 

                     425-923-8558 

                  Website / Facebook Page  

Sunday Worship Service on YouTube         

www.atonementluthern.com                 

Special Announcement  ...  by  Lily Phelps 

My great great grandson (5 generations) was born on  

October 9th. 

  Drayven James Henson   7lbs 10 1/2oz    19 1/4 inches  

    Stewardship Commitments 2025 

W e hope 2025 will be a rewarding and dynamic year here at 

Atonement.  Please help the Council plan for it, by return-

ing your Commitment forms to the church office by  

                            Friday, November 15th.   

We did state November 30th on the Commitment Form , but the 

Finance Committee would appreciate the above date to help 

them with budget. Thank you for all the generous ways you sup-

port Atonement’s ministry. 

Daylight Savings Time… ends on  Sun-

day, November 3rd. Be sure to set your clock/watch 

back one hour on Saturday, so you’ll make it to 

church service on time. 



  

Financial Snapshot …  ALC ~ September 2024 
                     Report by Treasurer - Peggy Gilman 
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General Fund:   Revenues during September ‘24 were  $ 22,992   

  Expenses during September ’24 were  $ 11,873 

  General Fund balance is $ 46,352 

Capital Fund:    Our capital fund revenues from leases are current.  

                         Our mortgage balance is $ 155,295 

                         Capital Fund balance is $ 161,758  

Dedicated Fund  balance is $ 16,604  

Restricted/Endowment balance is $ 144.448 

O ur Vanco online Donation option is located on our website home & 

contact pages at: https://www.atonementlutheran.com. 

If you are using this for the first time, signup is necessary to have your in-

formation on hand.  Once you are in the system, it will bring up your infor-

mation to complete transaction.  If you need it, there is a How to Use Direction Sheet 

in the office.   

       St Timothy in Brookings Wins Attorney Fees  
                         by Susan Painter 

A s I announced to the congregation on Easter Sunday, a federal judge 

last spring allowed St Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Brookings to con-

tinue serving free meals to the homeless. The judge found that the city’s 

2021 ordinance restricting this service was “ill conceived” and restricted 

“care and resources for vulnerable people in our communities.” 

This September, the city agreed to settle with the church by paying over $400,000 in 

legal fees to the Portland law firm and the Oregon Justice Resource Center who had 

worked with them in the matter. St Timothy’s agreed to reduce the amount it had 

sought for those fees and the city agreed to drop its citation against the church. 

Sr Cora Rose at St Timothy’s reports that next week the city will vote on whether to 

repeal the 2021 ordinance that caused all the difficulty and, as she says, allowed the 

city to “scapegoat the church for the existence of poverty.” I encourage us all to give 

thanks for the work of St Timothy’s and to pray for the city to vote their support. 
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I  checked my GPS watch that tracks my surfing, and I noticed that October 22nd was 

the last day I surfed in 2023.  Okay I got out on December 6th, but for practical pur-

poses October 22nd was the last day that I surfed regularly in 2023. So yesterday on 

the 29th of 2024, I said to myself I am going to break my record of last year and I went 

out. But, it was not a great surf day, and I was not out for long, and so I must admit 

that we have reached the turning. I write this as the rain is falling, we are turning our 

heaters on in our homes, daylight saving time is ending and soon we will be getting up 

in the dark, and by 4pm it will be night time. We are entering the long nights of the 

year. The long night of the soul is a Spiritual term that the Christian mystic Saint John 

of the cross coined to speak of a truth about our Spiritual journeys. We all enter the 

night when God feels distant, prayer seems hallow, our daily devotion seems more of a 

choir than a joy. We don’t like long nights. I don’t like that I can’t go out any day I 

want to surf. Even if there was light, the winter ocean condition might be too rough. 

And as our ancient ancestors approached this day they asked if they had enough stores 

from the harvest to last through the long night. Spiritual we might ask if we have culti-

vated enough in the times of spiritual growth to get us through the long night of the 

soul. 

Whether we are speaking of the physical long night that is coming upon us or the spir-

itual long night there are a few truths we need to remember. The first is the only way 

through it, is to go through it. We cannot fast forward to spring, we can not make the 

sun rise earlier. There is nothing we can do. We have no choice but to continue in the 

long night. The only question really is how we cultivate hope amidst the cold. And here 

again we might look to our ancient ancestors for their wisdom. Because when the night 

was the coldest and the longest, they celebrated the coming rebirth of the light. In vir-

tual every culture there is a winter celebration around the longest night, when the 

lights of hearth and home shone the brightest. They cultivated hope at the moment 

when the night was the coldest. Maybe we can ask ourselves how we cultivate hope in 

the moments when it is the hardest? Advent is a continuation of these themes with an 

added chord that the baby in the manger born on the longest nights of the year is the 

light of the world. 

The second truth that faces us in the long night, is that God is still present. God is still 

with us around us, even in us. The only thing we are missing is the awareness of that 

fact. In the long night of the soul we might not feel the presence, we might even acute-

ly feel the absence of God, but this does not change that God is always and ever still 

there. And that perhaps is the paradox of the Cross. The moment of Glory for Jesus is 

the moment of crucifixion, the moment when the love of God is fully revealed.   

Pastor John Smithies 
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           Estate Planning

H ave you remembered Atonement Lutheran Church in your Will or Estate 

Plan?  For your convenience and interest, we have pamphlets   

available on table near kitchen. 

 Adult Forum @9:00am  … Pastor John Smithies   

Adult Forum Brewmasters needed! 
If you are willing to come in at 8:30am to set up and brew the coffee please sign up on 

the board upstairs across from the coffee station.   Thank you! 

From the Pastor 

A dult Forum  is focusing on lectionary readings for that Sunday and engaging in 

some wonderful conversations. All are welcome to come in person or on zoom or 

watch the recording the following week.  

Martin Luther writes, “He deserves to be called a theologian, however, who compre-

hends the visible and manifest things of God seen through suffering and the cross.” 

God is never closer than when we are in suffering and in pain, and yet these are the 

moments we might feel furthest away. Maybe this is why Jesus cries out, “Why have 

you forsaken me.” I believe even in that moment Jesus was held in the arms of a lov-

ing God who cried out in pain and sorrow as God’s son died. 

Dear Church, the seasonal cycle of night is descending upon us, this season which is 

just as important as any other season. If we do not have winter then the green things 

of spring and summer will not grow, new birth would be impossible. I am sure that this 

is true of our spiritual long nights, they will give way in time to new insights, to new 

transformations, to new growth. But for now, we hunker down from the rain, try to 

stay warm, hope the storms will pause for a day or two on my day off so I can catch 

some waves. But may we cultivate hope in the midst of the hardships, for this will past 

too. Julian of Norwich said it best, “All will be well, and all will be well and all manner 

of things will be well.” Amen. 

                                                   Pastor John Smithies 
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O ur church facilities/rooms on the lower level are open for rent…short term events 

(parties, meetings, weddings) or long term (weekly/monthly) if needed.    

                               contact our office for available dates and time. 

      Phone# 541 265-2554    email address: office@atonementlutheran.com 

Room Rental  

   Holden Evening Prayer and Soup … by Pastor John Smithies 

                        Wednesday November 20th  

  Soup & Bread @ 6:00pm & Holden Prayers @ 7:00pm                                          

P lease join us for the last of our Wednesday night meals for the year on November 

20th. Yes, Advent will be upon us in December, and we will only be hosting Hold-

en prayer on the 4th, 11th, and 18th. Our meal and prayer time is to help cultivate a 

spirit of community gathered around fellowship, a meal, and prayer. As always we are 

looking for people to come a little early and help set up and stay late to help clean up. 

Sign up is on the bulletin board at the church. 

W ELCA will meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. This month is 

November 13th at 12:30pm.   Join us in person or Zoom in the 

Church Narthex in community for a time of fellowship and discussion.    

                             All are welcome to participate. 

               WELCA Event … by Pastor John Smithies 

T he synod’s gathering of the Woman of the Evangelical Church in America (WELCA) 

will be meeting at Atonement Lutheran Church on the 9th of November for a day of 

fellowship, bible study and friendship. We are greatly honored to be able to host this 

event. Registration information was emailed recently to all our members and friends. 

The event is open to our members, friends, and guests, so if you have a friend please 

bring them, it might be a good way to introduce them to a loving group. The registra-

tion link is included here. The cost to attend is $50.00 and this pays for the catered 

meals and cost of the event.   

https://forms.gle/aeB6GjnmHXUkHZUp8 

For those of us who can’t be there, no worries, all those who are attending will be invit-

ed to attend worship with us on Sunday November 10th. So come ready on the 10th to 

welcome our church friends from around the state who will be with us. 

https://forms.gle/aeB6GjnmHXUkHZUp8
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      Book Reviews … by Dan Moore 

Hello from the Library Committee   
              by Bonnie Powell 

D id you know … Altar Guild is looking for some additional members.  What is 

Altar Guild? Altar Guild is a sub-committee of Worship and Music and meets  

quarterly.  

The following is a list of the committee responsibilities: Communion preparation for  

services as well as all special church services, flowers, care of candles, communion 

bread, baptismal napkins and candles, changing of banners and paraments, Advent 

wreath, Christmas poinsettias, Easter lilies, linen care and special needs for funerals 

and weddings. 

I would be happy to answer any questions you might have and look forward to working 

with you. 

 

 by Marian Brown 

 Title:     The Second Chicken Soup for a Woman’s Soul             Various Author      

W e have ordered eight new books for the children’s section of our Library.  They 

are all excellent books relating to family, respect for others, dealing with some  

frustrations and joyfulness.  Thanks to committee member, Patty Fox for processing 

them and our Church Office Manager Raynette for ordering them. 

Also, I wanted to note our Library Sunday Celebration and fundraiser will be held early 

February.  We have lots of special treats, and have a fun time playing Bingo with prizes 

and usually a Word games. This exciting event talks place after the morning service.  

We all really enjoy it and look forward to celebrating together. 

Donations from last year’s library Sunday helped pay for the new books and we’ll soon 

enjoy.  Thanks to all who helped make this possible. 

Y ou don’t want to miss reading this book.  It’s a series of 101 short stories 

that are incredibly uplifting about people overcoming mental and physical 

issues, many of a spiritual nature. 

It’s an easy read and a book that’s hard to put down.  You won’t be disappointed if you 

choose to read this book.  I’m excited to read their 3rd version. 
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   Fred Meyers Community Rewards Program 

   ALC Book Club … by  Pastor John Smithies 

I  am really excited about the book for this month. I really wish everyone in our con-

gregation could read it, and I hope whether you participate in the book study or 

not you will read it. It is work by the author Mo Gawdat entitled, “Solve for happy.” He 

is the ex-chief business officer for Goggle X, so a technologies expert offering his guide 

for happiness. He will not only get exposed to a different metaphor for happiness, but 

also engage with this topic from the perspective of our own tradition. Now we might 

think that Happy is not a Scriptural term, but my challenge is for you to read this 

work, and think of what term we use in our church to refer to the reality he is speaking 

about. I think part of our calling is to promote human flourishing, but we live in a cul-

ture where people are not flourishing and where unhappiness is at an all time record 

high. How might we become truly happy people, what does this mean, and how can 

we share it? These are just a few questions for us as we engage in this work. Book 

Club will meet on the 19th and 21st of November.  

           Men’s Breakfast Group    

T he Men’s Breakfast Group meets at 8:00am on Thursdays at Pig N Pan-

cake. If you would like to join us, just stop by. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Pastor John at the office.     

Y our supporters (21 households) who shopped at Fred Meyers between Ju-

ly 1, 2024 thru September 30, 2024 have contributed to your 45.01 total 

donation. 

If you would like to participate and support our church, please contact Fred Meyers and 

link your rewards card to Atonement Lutheran Church (VB494).   

        Red Cross Blood Drive … by Terri McCully 

W e hosted a successful Red Cross Blood Drive.  We did not have as 

many donors as usual, but they said we did better than the other 

ones that had been in this area.  And all the donors enjoyed the 

treats.  Thank you to everyone that helped  or provided snacks. 
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Kid’s Page 

 

The first Sunday will be a teaching Sunday and the third will be a  project 

Sunday for the youth led by our committees. If you would  like to participate 

in this program, please talk to us. 

W e are encouraging our youth to assist in various ways on Sunday morning! We 

invite parents and youth to sign up on our sign up board and or show up early 

and let us know that you would like to assist. Our ushers are more than happy to assist 

you in everything! Our youth are a part of our service!  

Youth in Worship by Pastor John 
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Worship Page  
Worship 

 

  3   10:00 am   

 10  10:00 am   

 17  10:00 am     

 24  10:00 am  

Readers  
 

 Lynn Moody 

 Darcy dela Rosa 

 _________ 

 Brenda Grall 

Altar Guild 

                   
Marian Brown  

Marian Brown 

Marian Brown 

Marian Brown 

Musicians  

                                            
Melodie McKenzie 

Tami Johnson 

Melodie McKenzie 

Marian Brown 

 3     Marian Brown      

10    ___________________ 

17    Susan Painter          

24    Raynette  Rawles—in  
        memory of brother  
        Raymond 

Emily Jennings        11/10 

Sandra Roumagoux  11/11 

Barb Ward              11/13 

Evelyn McCue       11/14 

Finley Miller-Morgan 11/15 

Gary Painter  11/16 

Diane Boyd          11/26 

Sandy Cramer     11/27 

Dietmar Goebel     11/30 

Counters  
Pete Kraack /      
Travis Fox 

Travis Fox /  
Bob Olson 

Dan Moore /  
Pete Kraack 

Peggy Gilman /       
Cathy Devereaux 

Recorder 
 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

Greeters    

Maryellen Murphy/ 
Dan Moore 

Barb Ward/ 
Maryellen Murphy 

Patty Fox/ 
Dan Moore 

Patty Fox/ 
Dan Moore 

  3  10:00 am 

 10  10:00 am       

 17  10:00 am      

 24  10:00 am     

Ushers  

____________ 

____________ 

____________ 

____________ 

Zoom Host     

Barb Ward 

Travis Fox 

Susan Painter 

Susan Painter 

Dietmar & Linda Goebel    11/22 

Paul & Anne Stangeland    11/25 



H ere is a list of the typical items that the Pantry would really appreciate     receiv-

ing as food items: Canned Tuna, Chicken, Vegetables, Fruit. Ready to eat items:  

Spaghetti o’s/Ravioli, Chili, Baked Beans, Soups (Vegetable, Tomato,  Mushroom, 

Chicken Noodle). Almond Milk, Individual Juices, Peanut Butter, Jam in plastic contain-

ers, Crackers, Cereals, Fruit Bars, Dry Pasta (Spaghetti, Egg Noodle, Macaroni), Top 

Ramens, Mac & Cheese, Rice, Dried Beans (Pinto) & Tortillas (Corn & Flour). 

Social Ministry …   
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Food Pantry Program  - Black Barrel 

 Stone Soup … Team Atonement will be serving Stone Soup at St. 

Stephens Episcopal Church on Monday, November 25th at 5:00pm.  We are asking for 

Pet Dog Food donations to give out.  Please leave next to wall across from upstairs 

kitchen.       

 Donations of Pet food (Dog & Cat)  for Stone Soup, would be greatly ap-

preciated.  Please bring into church leave next to wall across from up-

stairs kitchen.  

             If you would like to help: please call Sally Jennings @541 444-2687    

Donating to Dedicated Funds    

I f you would like to contribute to the following programs and be part of Atonement’s 

efforts and receive a tax deduction for your money – please make a donation to 

Atonement Lutheran Church. You can do this simply by indicating it on the “memo” 

portion of your check what fund you would like to support such as food cards for peo-

ple who need a meal, pet food and Ukraine Refugees etc... 

Agape Respite Center   … by Patty Fox 

A gape is a nonprofit organization in Newport that provides basic needs & offers a 

range of vital services to support individuals experiencing homelessness or facing 

transitional challenges. For the month of November they are requesting shelf stable 

FOOD items. Peanut Butter, Jelly, Instant Soups, Crackers, and Water.  

   Please leave any donated items in the cart near the stairs to the choir loft. 

 



Reaching Out with God's Love 

 

      Website … www.atonementlutheran.com 

C heck out our website.  It includes newsletter, service information, events, activities 

on a daily, weekly and monthly basis.  It is updated to include all changes & new 

events.  


