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Inside this issue: 

We at Atonement Lutheran 

Church reach out with the 

good news of God’s love 

through Jesus Christ. 

As Christ’s ministry includes 

everyone, we, too, welcome 

persons of any ethnicity, 

gender identity, race, sexual 

orientation, marital status, 

age, economic situation, and 

physical or mental ability. 

We celebrate the gifts each 

one brings to the life and 

ministry of this community 

of faith. 

Makin’ Waves 
Atonement Lutheran Church 

2315 N Coast Hwy—Newport, OR 97365 

office@atonementlutheran.com 

               541-265-2554 

   Office Hours 
 10:00am ~ 3:00pm 

 Tuesday thru Friday 

             Worship Services 

             Sundays @ 10:00am 

               Pastor John Smithies   

   pastorjohn@atonementlutheran.com 

                     425-923-8558 

Message from Our President … by Marian Brown 

                   Our New Website  

                 Facebook Page  

Sunday Worship Service on YouTube         

www.atonementluthern.com                 

    Congregational Meeting   

P lease mark your calendar and plan on attending congrega-

tional meeting on Sunday, January 22nd in the Fellowship 

Hall right after 10:00am service.   

                          Items on the agenda include:   

        Reports from committees 

         Financial report of 2022  

             Budget for 2023    

                   Elections 

A  couple of quick notes as we start our New Year together. I 

want to let you know that last week the Church Council ex-

tended Pastor John’s Bridge Ministry contract thru May 31, 2023 

and I urge you all to attend the Annual Meeting on Sunday,  

January 22nd.  It will be a special day as we share our first 

“potluck meal” together! 



  

Financial Snapshot …  ALC ~ November 2022 
                     Report by Treasurer - Peggy Gilman 
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General Fund:   Revenues during November’22 were  $ 10,571 

  Expenses during November ’22 were  $ 26,412 

   Our revenues have increased by 21,000 and our expenses in 

   increased by 24,000 over last year.  

  General Fund balance is $  6,799 

Capital Fund:    Our capital fund revenues from leases are current.  

                         Our mortgage balance fell below $ 271, 786.52  

                         Capital Fund balance is $ 64,309   

Dedicated Fund  balance is $ 21,777                          

Restricted/Endowment balance is $  110,548 (On the rise for the second month) 

  

Vanco Online Donation/Offering   

O ur Vanco online Donation option is located on our website home & contact pages 

at: https://www.atonementlutheran.com. 

If you are using this for the first time, signup is necessary to have your information on 

hand.  Once you are in the system, it will bring up your information to complete trans-

action.  If you need it, there is a How to Use Direction Sheet in the office.   

   Support for Ukraine’s Refugees    
Please, leave donations for Ukraine in our Donation Basket.  Again, 

please note on check what the donation is for.  For your information: 

Balance of $2,045.00  was wire transferred at end of December.   
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I t is always hard to know exactly the 

right words to say at these moments of 

loss. I know you have all been through so 

much these last few years, and with the 

recent news of the passing of Pastor Jane, 

just adds more grief to what you all have 

been through. In these moments, when 

silence is the only answer for the hard 

questions that we face, its important to 

know that we face these difficulties not as 

individuals but as a cooperate body of be-

lievers called the church. We don’t face 

these challenges alone, but we journey to-

gether. Please pay attention to those 

around you and be there for those who 

need it. We will journey down this road to-

gether. We know that God is with us even 

in these times.  

As we look ahead at a new year, these 

losses will still be present, they never real-

ly leave us. We know that we are united to 

Christ, that all things are united to God 

through Christ, and this also means that 

the lives of those we have loved and lost  

are still united to us, still with us, still 

connected to us. As all things live and 

move and have their being in God, they 

are still with us. The change they have 

impacted on our lives continues to live 

on and their memory will live on in our 

souls. 

As this new year unfolds, and we jour-

ney together through this. We will trust 

in the promises of God that God is with 

us. We will continue to experience God 

in Word and Sacrament, and in the 

presence of each other, and we will try 

to listen to how the Spirit is moving in 

our midst. Where is the Spirit leading us 

individually, and where is the Spirit 

leading us in our Church body. I pray 

deeply that we continue to grow in the 

knowledge of the one who is with us, 

died for us, and who makes us alive in 

Christ.  
 

                        Peace,     l 

                    Pastor John Smithies 

Pastor John Smithies 

 Memorial Questions on Pastor Jane by Pastor John 

I  know there are a lot of questions on when and where a memorial service 

will be for Pastor Jane. At the moment, we know little from the family, 

other than it will be something planned out and in the future to give everyone 

who wants to attend adequate time to be able to attend.  

We will continue to be in conversation with the family and the Bishop’s office and will 

provide updates when they become available to us. 
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T he Atonement “Ties That Bind” Quilters next Quilting will be Monday January 16th  

@ 9:00am and 1:00pm. Everyone is invited!  It’s a great way to get to know 

each other as we tie the quilts and share stories.    

                         If you have questions, please contact Marian Brown.                                          

  

   The Ties That Bind … by Marian Brown 

Helping Grace Wins Haven by Dan Moore 

W e are wrapping up our introduction to the Gospels these next few weeks, and we 

are going to pause in the month of January for a Question-and-Answer session 

during Adult Forum.  

So bring your questions. I have a question box that people can write out a question, 

and we will try to get through as many questions as possible. So come and let us dis-

cuss what is on our heart!    

Adult Forum … by Pastor John 

  Sundays @ 9:00am—9:45am 

W e have 2 clothing tubs in the Narthex, underneath one of the library 

benches. We will continue to collect adult clothing to donate to Grace 

Win's Haven, the homeless shelter. throughout the year, and will deliver it 

every week or when the tubs are full.  

If you are cleaning out your closets and dressers, keep us in mind. Grace Win's Haven 

is currently serving over 300 people per day, providing water, coffee, breakfast, and 

lunches to our homeless population. They also provide a place for mail for each individ-

ual. In order to receive mail you must have an P.O. Box or address. Same holds true 

when you are applying for a job. Generally the clothes we have been providing are tak-

en the same week we drop them off.  
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Our church facilities/rooms on the lower level are open for rent…short term events 

(parties, meetings, weddings) or long term (weekly/monthly) if needed.  Current Covid 

Protocols will be followed. 

 All food/snacks/drinks must be individual wrapped & separate eating area designated. 

                               contact our office for available dates and time. 

      Phone# 541 265-2554    email address: office@atonementlutheran.com 

T he Men’s Breakfast Group meets at 8:00am on Thursdays at Pig N Pancake. If you 

would like to join us, please contact Paul Amundson, Mike Rawles or the office. 

  Men’s Breakfast Group … by Paul Amundson 

Room Rental  

YouTube Alert! 
Fellow Worshipers: Through the magic of technology, we are now broadcasting our 

Sunday services on the YouTube platform. If you have any concerns about possibly ap-

pearing in our video, please let the ushers and/or Pastor John know. We will offer com-

munion to you while seated in the privacy of your pew. 

   Early Risers, Come and Sing! 

T he Early Risers enjoy singing for you the first Sunday of each month. We really 

could use some more members, so if you like to sing—please consider joining our 

group! Our music is easy to learn and our practices are only about a half hour (at 8:30 

a.m. on the fourth and first Sundays). You'll receive a special singer's mask that helps 

you breathe while singing. Let Jean Amundson know if you'd like to sign up or find out 

more. Thanks! 
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     Book Review … by  Dan Moore  

T he Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the lo-

cal neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are on a mission to not just be a part 

of, but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every community has 

unique causes that need support.   

If you would like to participate and support our church, please contact Fred Meyers 

and link your rewards card to Atonement Lutheran Church (VB494).   

Hello from the Library Committee   
              by Bonnie Powell 

          Title …  Jesus:  Uncovering the Life, Teachings, and Relevance of a  

                                                     Religious Revolutionary 

          Author:  Marcus J Borg 

A  contemporary look by a Christian Apologist, discussing a new per-

spective of the before-Easter and post-Easter view of the relevance of 

Jesus.  He discusses the New Testament and Gospels, augmented by the letters of St. 

Paul and the fragments of what biblical Scholars are calling the Gospel; early sayings 

of Jesus not included in the Bible.  If you want to be challenged to think of Jesus as a 

political revolutionary and how many of Jesus sayings in the Gospel have a deeper 

meaning, this maybe the book for you.  Not a difficult book to understand, but a num-

ber of challenging ideas about what Jesus was trying to accomplish. 

It’s with a sense of excitement that our committee will be making new plans for the 

Church Library! 

We invite any members who would like to join us as we make plans to move forward. 

Our monthly meetings will be held on the second Monday of each month at 9:30am. 

Our next meeting will be January 9th 9:30am-11:30am. 

Our goal is to make our Library accessible and interesting to our members. 
  

Thanks from your Library Committee! 

Fred Meyers Community Rewards Program 
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Gift Cards … This program provides an emergency meal card for people  

who stop by the church and need help.  If you would like to contribute to these cards 

and be part of Atonement’s efforts, and to receive a tax deduction for your money! – 

please make a donation instead of purchasing gift cards on your own.  You can do this 

simply by indicating it on the “memo” portion of your check to the church. 

                Raynette will be purchasing $10 food cards from Food vendors. 

                   Thank you to those who have already made their donations. 

When I was young,  

I was a poor golfer,  

but after years of play 

and practice, 

               I am no longer young. 

My wife and I are sitting on 

the couch watching tv and I 

hear a text, realizing I left 

my phone in the kitchen, I 

get up, go to the kitchen to check it… and 

it is a text from my wife:  

Please bring the chips on your way back. 

      Some Good Humor … submitted by Stan Wilde 

    Outreach to Bill Kucha 

                  by Susan Elizabeth Painter, Vice President 

O n Halloween weekend, a huge fire completely destroyed the home that artist Bill 

Kucha and his wife have owned, restored and cherished for the past fifty years. 

They lost everything. Bill is special to Atonement, because he created the beautiful In-

ner Cross which has been a focal piece in the Narthex since our remodeling was com-

pleted. 

Bill’s insurance company is helping him to rebuild, and he has begun to create art piec-

es again. At the December meeting, our Congregation Council voted to contribute 

$1,000 toward his art supplies through a gift card from The Merri Artist in McMinnville. 

If any of you would like to join this effort, contributions can be made to the church with 

“Bill Kucha support” in the Memo line. Thank you as always for your generosity.  We 

will accept donations through the end of January and will forward our gifts to Bill at Val-

entine’s Day. 
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Kid’s Page 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                      1 
9:00am Adult Forum 
 

10:00am Worship 
 In-Person & 
Zoom  Simulcast 

 

   
 

   

2  

  
   
 
 
   
 

3          
  
  
 
  
  

 
  

4   
    

  
  
 
  
 

   

5        

8:00am Men’s  Brft  
@  Pig N Pancake  
 

  
  
  
 

6     
  
   
 
 
  
  
 
  

7 
 8-10am Weight 
Watchers (Ed Rm) 
   

   
 
      
 

8  
 

 
9:00am Adult Forum 
 
 

10:00am Worship 
 In-Person & 
Zoom  Simulcast 

  

  
 

9 

    Office closed 
 

  

9:30am Library Mtg 

 

 

 

  

10 
 
 9:00am Property 
           Mtg 
 

11:00am  Parish 
           Life Mtg 

  

11 

  
  
  
 
 
 
4:00pm Finance 
            Mtg 

12 

   

8:00am Men’s  Brft  
@  Pig N Pancake  
  

 
 

11am OCQG  F/H 

1:00pm Outreach 

4:00pm S/M Mtg 

13 
            

    

14 
 

  

8-10am Weight 
Watchers (Ed Rm) 
  

15 

 
9:00am Adult Forum 
 
10:00am Worship 
In-person & Zoom 
Simulcast 
 

 
  

16 
 

Office closed 

9:00am Quilters 

1:00pm  Quilters  

17 
  
 

  
 
  

18 

 
 

  
12:30pm WELCA 
               Mtg 
 
 
 7:00pm Council   
              Mtg 

19 
 

 
8:00am Men’s  Brft  
@  Pig N Pancake     

   
 
Nat’l Pop Corn 
Day 

20 
  
 
  
  
  

 
 
  

 21 

  
 8-10am Weight 
Watchers (Ed Rm) 
 
Nat’l Hug Day 

22 

 
9:00am Adult Forum 

 

10:00am Worship 
 In-person & Zoom 
Simulcast   

 11:30pm Music & 

Worship  Com 

 Mtg 

23 

Office closed 
 

 

 

 

 

5:00pm Stone 
Soup@  St Stephen  

 

24 
 
 WAVES   
   Deadline 
 
 Int’l day of  
  Education 
 
  

 
   

25 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 

26 
 
   
8:00am Men’s  Brft  
@  Pig N Pancake     

 

  
 
  
  
  

 27 
 

    
 
 Commemora-
tion Victims of 
the Holocaust 
 
 
  
  

28 
 
8-10am Weight 
Watchers (Ed Rm) 
  

7:00 pm  Xmas 
 Eve Service 
  
  

 
 

  

29 

 
10:00am Worship 
 In-person & Zoom 
Simulcast   
 

 

 30  
Office closed 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

31    
 
  
Nat’l Hot  
Chocolate Day 
 
   
 
 
 
  

        
 
 
 Nat’l Mentoring 
Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
  
   

 
   
 

   
 
 
  
  

           
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
  
  
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           

January 2023           
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Worship Page  
Worship 

 

   1  10:00 am   

   8  10:00 am   

 15  10:00 am     

 22  10:00 am     

 29  10:00 am 

Readers 
 

Rhonda Harman 

Karen Grams 

David Cramer 

____________ 

Karen Grams 

  

Altar Guild 

                   
Marian Brown 

Marian Brown 

Karen Grams 

Bette Harmon 

Marian Brown 

Musicians 

                                            
Marian Brown 

Tami Johnson/ 
Marian Brown 

Melodie McKenzie 

Marian Brown 

Marian Brown 

 1     Poinsettias 

 8     Susan Painter—in memory  

of Suzanne Aikens & 

Louise Rather 

15    _________________ 

22    _________________ 

29    _________________ 

  

Lester Day  1/1 

Beverly Kraack 1/7 

Barry Baker             1/12 

Linda Goebel           1/13 

Gary Thompson        1/13  

Mary Lou Mate 1/13 

Donald Davis           1/17 

John Smithies           1/19 

Clara Mann               1/20 

Charles Mann            1/22 

Roy Hill Jr                 1/27 

Juliann Johnson   1/28 

Sally Jennings   1/30 

Counters 
Bette Harmon/ 
Pete Kraack 

Pete Kraack/ 
Dan Moore 

Dan Moore/ 
Cathy Devereaux 
 
Cathy Devereaux/ 
Peggy Gilman 

Peggy Gilman/ 
Bob Olson 

 

Recorder 
 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

Arnie Anderson 

 

Greeters    
 

Rhonda Harman/ 
Maryellen Murphy 

Patty Fox 
Bonnie Powell 

Jan Day/ 
Karen Grams 

Bonnie Powell/ 
Dan Moore 

Maryellen Murphy/ 
Patty Fox 

 

   1  10:00 am 

   8  10:00 am       

 15  10:00 am      

 22  10:00 am     

 29  10:00 am 

Ushers  

Joe Baumgarten 

Joe Baumgarten 

Joe Baumgarten 

Joe Baumgarten 

Joe Baumgarten 

Zoom Host  

Sylvia Pauly 

Susan Painter 

Travis Fox 

Travis Fox 

Travis Fox 

  Dan Moore &  Melodie McKenzie   1/28 



T he blue barrel by the south entrance is ready for any packaged/canned 

goods you may want to donate.    

Thank you for all the support we have received for this program in the past.  

Anything is welcome and helpful.  

Social Ministry …   
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Food Pantry Program   

Stone Soup … by Mike Rawles 

T eam Atonement will be serving Stone Soup at St. Stephens Episcopal 

church on Monday, January 23rd at 5:30pm. 

We are asking for Pet Food donations to give out at Stone Soup.              

Please leave next to wall across from upstairs kitchen.   

If you would like to help: please call Mike @ 541 961-9610 or Sally Jennings @541 

444-2687   It is much easier to plan how everyone can help. 

Let the Homeless feel the LOVE of a homemade cap   
                                   by Patty Fox 

C alling all knitters (no experience is needed) to help us reach our goal of 

making and distributing 20 knit caps to Grace Wins Haven on Valentine’s 

Day. This activity is open to anyone ages 7-99 and either men or women can help.  

Since we will be using a round knitting loom it does not require a lot of dexterity. If an-

yone has any extra 36 peg or larger knitting looms that they would want to loan us for 

this project that would be appreciated. If we are short looms, we can share what we 

have. Of course, any experienced knitter can make an adult size cap of any style to do-

nate to this project. Red colored caps would be ideal but other colors would be fine too. 

Please see Patty if you are interested in this project or for any additional information.   

Jewelry Donation Drive 2023 by Patty Fox/Sally Jennings 

S tarting in January and running through March the Social Ministry Commit-

tee is asking you to help the Food Share of Lincoln County collect jewelry. 

This is their annual BE JEWELED campaign. They accept all types of jewelry: 

gold, silver, costume, vintage, beads, and watches. Members that wish to do-

nate can leave jewelry in the basket on the cart in the Narthex.  



Reaching Out with God's Love 

 

      Website … www.atonementlutheran.com 

C heck out our website.  It includes newsletter, service information, events, activities 

on a daily, weekly and monthly basis.  It is updated to include all changes & new 

events.  

Come Join our Service Programs 

I f you are interested and want to participate in community service, (they would love 

to have you) please pick up a copy of committee program information on table be-

low window in mailbox area.    

Estate Planning  

H ave you remembered Atonement Lutheran Church in your Will or 

Estate Plan?     

 For you convenience and interest, we have pamphlets  available on 

table near mailbox area . 


