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L

ent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we
begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we
hear in our reading for the Ash Wednesday service, “Now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord.” During Lent, we the people of
God, will reflect on the meaning of our baptism into Christ’s death
and resurrection.
The sign of ashes, which we receive on this day, suggests our mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation
to make each day a new beginning in which we are washed in
God’s mercy and forgiveness. With the sign of the cross on our
brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

We at Atonement Lutheran
Church reach out with the
good news of God’s love
through Jesus Christ.

As Christ’s ministry includes
everyone, we, too, welcome
persons of any ethnicity,
gender identity, race, sexual
orientation, marital status,
age, economic situation, and
physical or mental ability.

We celebrate the gifts each
one brings to the life and
ministry of this community of
faith.

Lenten Midweek Services
“Were You There?”

W

e invite you to join us each Wednesday evening during Lent
(Feb. 21 and 28, March 7, 14, and 21) for a soup and bread
supper followed by a short worship service using Holden Evening
Prayer and centered on the theme “Were You There?”
In this series of services we will meet, by way of short dramatic
readings, some of the people who were with Jesus in his life and
through his death. Each Wednesday, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00p.m. for soup and bread. The worship service will
follow at 7:00p.m. A sign up sheet for soup and/or bread can be
found on the bulletin board next to the coffee bar in the narthex.
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Income/Expense Snapshot...Atonement Lutheran Church

~ December 2017

General Fund

Endowment Account

Capital Fund

Project Homeless Connect Thanks …

by Sally Jennings

Thanks to everyone who helped make this year's Project Homeless Connect. Your generous donations of socks, underwear, hats, scarves, cookies and your time are greatly
appreciated. Thank you!
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From the Pastor …

D

ear Friends in Christ,

This year the season of Lent begins
in February, so my thoughts have already
turned in that direction. Truly, Lent is a
hard season to sell. It has a bad reputation and it certainly doesn’t fit very well
with what many modern people want from
their religion. In a time when entertainment and worship are used in the same
sentence, it’s difficult to understand what
Lent has to offer.
The most common images associated with
Lent are images that most people seek to
avoid in their lives: darkness, mourning,
sorrow, and distress. Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday, the sign of the cross darkening our foreheads, and the solemn words
ringing in our ears: “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall return.” It
ends with Good Friday as our Lord is
nailed to the cross and becomes one with
us in death. This is definitely not worship
as entertainment!
But the woe of the cross is not the entirety
of Lent. To focus on the cross as the only
image of the season is to lose sight of the
fullness of God’s activity among us. The
reality is that we Christians know how this
story ends and, because of that, our somber observances contain the seeds of
celebration. While the cross is an appropriate focus for our reflections, we always
see it not simply as an instrument of
torture and death, but also as a vehicle of
salvation.
So, the tone of Lent is also one of optimism. The first reading on the First Sunday of Lent sounds this note. Following

Prayer & Bible Study
/meditation and bible study.

Pastor Ed Milliken
the Genesis flood, God paints a rainbow in
the sky, a sign of God’s presence and
promise, and life goes on with that assurance. Sunday after Sunday the same
theme is presented. A promise is made to
Abraham, even though he is apparently
too old for it to be kept. Fiery serpents
bring death to a disobedient people, but
God sends healing – a bronze serpent
raised on a pole and, ultimately, Christ on
the cross. God rescues his people from
their bondage in Egypt and gives them
the framework of life in relationship with
God and with one another.
Throughout the season, we are reminded
that our God has established a covenant,
a relationship of love, with us that no
force, including sin and death, can ever
overcome. On the Fifth Sunday in Lent,
Jesus speaks of a grain dying in the earth
as an image of his death and resurrection.
Christ is the seed fallen to earth, a planting that yields a harvest of life, health,
and salvation. Christ is the one who accompanies us in our baptismal death and
raises us to new life in him.
During the season of Lent our prayer will
be that God will create in us clean hearts
and make us strong in faith and in service; that he will renew our hearts, minds,
and lives by the Holy Spirit. It may not be
entertaining, but our worship will enable
us to walk through the wilderness of life in
this world proclaiming God’s reign of
mercy and love as we share in Christ’s
obedience and in the ultimate victory of
his resurrection.
Pastor Ed Milliken

Please join us on Mondays each week for prayer

5:30-7:00pm in Narthex. You are welcome to join us.

Makin’ Waves
Page 4

Adult Forum News …by Pastor Ed
By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism

T

he adult forum in February continues to focus on the topic of Luther’s Small Catechism. Martin Luther had a way with words and an eye toward instruction as he
wrote the Small Catechism. Written to awaken and affirm faith as well as provide a
helpful tool for households and congregations, the Small Catechism delivers the precise
and profound words that have become the heart of Lutheran teaching about the Christian faith. Luther saw firsthand how far removed the gospel was from the people’s experience. So, he put together a simple Q&A on the basics of God’s word. This was
aimed at bringing the Holy Spirit into the hearts of 16th century readers, readers ever
since, and into your heart as well. Join us each Sunday morning at 9:30 and gain a
fresh understanding of how Luther’s life and thought is revealed in the Small Catechism,
breaking open the proclamation of the gospel to transform our lives with the freeing
good news of God’s gracious love.

Notes from the President …

I

am honored to be chosen to serve
as President of the Congregation…
this promises to be a really exciting
year!
You might have noticed what Bishop
Dave said in a recent Synod news article: “Things are changing…God gives
the growth. The Spirit gives vitality
and ignites our passions.” This is certainly true of our growing congregation
at Atonement. Can you feel the Spirit
working within us? This is a warm,
welcoming and caring family of God’s
children.
As we begin this new year, we are
looking for your IDEAS, INVOLVEMENT
AND INPUT with a focus on FELLOWSHIP. Watch for a survey coming to
you soon!
Atonement has a rich history of events,
community involvement and gatherings, so we will consider bringing back
some of those and new opportunities to

by Linda Kilbride

explore. Here are a few ideas:
♦

Susan Painter has offered to help us reenergize our efforts to finish and develop
new Policies and Procedures – this may
be an ‘off campus’ retreat!

♦

We are keeping track of ideas to enhance
our mission with a Wish List of potential
projects and items needed. The list will
be reviewed and adjusted quarterly to
track our momentum and recognize successes.

♦

In Waves, I plan to present interviews
with new members and those of us who
have been ‘around for a while’ as well as
those who have moved away! I also plan
to check in with our three scholarship
students to see how they are doing.

If you would like to step up to help with any
of these, let’s talk! As evidenced in the Annual Reports, our committees really do have
a lot of FUN. I can’t wait to see what we can
do together!
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Slate of Officers and Council Members …

T

by Linda Kilbride

hank you for your service for the past slate of officers and retiring new Council
members: Sylvia Pauly, Juliann Johnson, Terri Homer, Bob Olson, and Hallie
Ezzell.

And, thank you for those who have been elected to office and those serving for the
coming (1 year, 2 and 3 years)

Officers (1 year terms)
President - Linda Kilbride
Vice President – Susan Painter
Secretary - Diane Combs
Treasurer - Dick Kilbride
Financial Secretary – Peggy Gilman

Council Members
Parish Life (3 year term through 1/21) – Jean Amundson
Outreach/Hospitality (3 year term through 1/21) –
Youth (3 year term through 1/21) - Willow Buswell
Property (2 year term through 1/20) – Mary Lou Mate
Finance (2 year term through 1/20 – replacing Terri Homer) – Peggy Gilman
Education (through 1/19) – Tami Johnson
Stewardship (through 1/19) – Paul Amundson
Worship/ Music (through 1/19) – Corinne Johnson
Social Ministry (through 1/20) – Sally Jennings

Endowment Committee
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

(2 year term through 1/20) (3 year term through 1/21) Linda Kilbride (through 1/19)
Pete Kraack (through 1/19)
Bruce Mate (through 1/20)

Braulio Escobar (filling Dan Elbert’s position)
John Baker

Nominating Committee (One year terms)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Marian Brown
Mary Lou Mate
Dietmar Goebel
Rhonda Harman

Synod Assembly Delegates (May 19, 2018)
Lay Male Lay Female - Sylvia Pauly
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Library Committee … by Nancy Hilton

L

ibrary Sunday is February 11th. Plans are being made for a fun time. There will be
puzzle games and fun activities. Prizes will be awarded. Plan to join us between
services. Oh yes, there will also be treats for everyone!
Atonement has an exceptionally nice library, well stocked and well maintained, with a
wide variety of books on many topics. If you are new to our congregation, or haven't
browsed for a while, please take time to do so. See you There!

WELCA News …

by Pastor Ed

T

his month the WELCA group will continue a study entitled, “Multiple Meanings:
Learning from Other Interpretations.” The study, which explores what Biblical stories mean to people around the world, is written by Dr. Mark Allan Powell a professor of
New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. He has also taught at
seminaries in Estonia, Russia, and Tanzania.
On February 21st at 12:30p.m. the topic will be from Luke 3:3-17, “Prepare the Way of
the Lord.” Dr. Powell writes: “In part two of this study we continue to explore how we
identify with the characters of the Bible and how we discern what a story means to us
based on those characters. Here we look especially at Luke 3:3-17 and the preaching of
John the Baptist to explore how people do not always mean the same thing when they
say something is powerful.”
Join us each month as we learn new approaches to Biblical stories as we look at those
stories through the eyes of others.

Coming Events
Love is Love Valentine Party-February

10th at 2:00pm, Oregon Coast

Community College. This event is a celebration of love in its many and varied
expressions. Your church’s welcome for LGBTQ folks and their families make a huge
difference in many lives. Welcoming churches have also provide the desserts (about 6
dozen of yummy treats) and have participated in the “Decadent Desserts” part of celebration.

InterInter-Christian Outreach Music Festival & Dessert Potluck-Potluck-February 10th at 3:00pm, First Presbyterian Church. Join us for musical selections and liturgical dancers from Newport churches and share our dessert potluck which
local churches are providing. This is opportunity for fellowship and to share the exciting
new things on the horizon for ICO and this community.
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Ponderings at Page Seven …

by Susan Painter

First Commandment

I

am honored to continue to serve
Atonement as Vice President. Our
new Congregation President, Linda Kilbride, and others have encouraged me to
keep sharing a monthly column. Our
creative and patient editor, Raynette
Rawls, continues to provide a place for
me on Page Seven. So, grateful for your
interest and hoping that my thoughts can
spur reflection, I will keep Pondering on
Page Seven.
The Adult Forum begins this year with a
study of Luther’s Small Catechism - a
volume of the most essential beliefs of
our church. When I first examined it
closely during a college religion class, I
found parallels in my study of the Bill of
Rights in a political science course. Both
the Ten Commandments and the Bill of
Rights seemed a long array of exceptions
surrounding a set of basic truths.
The First Commandment, in Lutheran
and Roman Catholic tradition, has three
parts: “I am the Lord your God. You
shall have no other gods before me. You
shall not make for yourself an idol.” The
First Amendment in the Bill of Rights provides that there shall be “no law respecting an establishment of religion” or prohibiting its free exercise or abridging
freedom of speech or of the press.
My husband, a newspaper reporter, always said that freedom of speech and
the press [and religion] were most important, and that is why the founders put
it first. Perhaps God placed the First
Commandment first, because it is most
important.

Exceptions to and distortions of the First
Amendment surround us: ICE agents try
to break the sanctuary of churches; an
Astoria art gallery’s Facebook account is
shut down when nude photographs appear in an exhibit; national leaders
threaten lawsuits against reporters and
rant about “fake news.”
And what of the First Commandment?
We remember concepts more easily in
threes, as trilogies. God figured this out
first:
“I am the Lord your god.”
others.]

[Just me. No

“You shall have no other gods before
me.” [None. Zero. Nada.]
“You shall not make for yourself an
idol.” [In case you still don’t get it!]
As one astute parishioner said during last
week’s discussion, this is a concept that
frees us. We need not look for idols or
other gods to worship. There is ONE to
whom we give our selves, our possessions and our very lives.
But do we? Our lives are filled with idols
and other gods. Work absorbs our waking hours. Money worries keep us up at
night. “Things” take over our lives.
Perhaps the most insidious, seemingly innocent, idol is our electronic devices.
They get pulled out and examined during
musical performances, store check-out
lines and even worship services. Sometimes they even ring at awkward times.
Researchers find many couples struggle
to balance their love for each other with
love for their iphones and Androids.
(continued on page 8)
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Property Committee …

by MaryLou Mate

Room Rental:

Our church facilities/rooms on the lower level are available for
rent...short term events (parties, meetings, weddings) or long term (weekly or monthly) if needed. Please, check with our office for available dates and time.
Phone# 541-265-2554

E-mail: office@atonementlutheran.com

ELCA Task Force on Women & Justice: One in Christ

W

hen we began our work in 2012, we were charged to foster church dialogue
around issues of sexism. We had no idea those issues would be dominating the
headlines when we scheduled the publication of the “Draft Social Statement on Women
and Justice” for 2018. We invite you to join this timely conversation about the draft
because we need the voices of everyone from across the church.
The draft can be found at ELCA.org/socialstatements. Click on the Women and Justice
link and you will find the statement and how you can respond.

Act of Spiritual Discipline …

by Pastor Ed

I

t has long been a tradition to give up something for Lent as an act of spiritual discipline. This year I would encourage you to take up something for Lent – a book
out of our Carlton Olson Library. There are many wonderful books found there and I’m
sure you would find one to help you in your spiritual growth. This Lent I will be reading
“Jesus: A Life” by A.N. Wilson, a book which I will then donate to the library. Let me
know what you will be reading.

Ponderings from the President …

(continues from page 7)

“Phubbing” is a new term used for snubbing a partner in favor of checking something
on a phone. * Even when the device is not in use, it signals on a counter top that IT
and its source of content is more important than the live person across the table.
We should each set aside one hour a day to be “device-free.” Turn off the television,
the iPhone, the computer, the iWatch, the ear plugs. Use that brief space in time to
pray; to meditate; to write a personal note of thanks, consolation or just warm
thoughts to brighten a day. Even better, use that hour in service to a neighbor, to our
community, to the church. Perhaps that will bring us a step closer to Christ’s most
important commandment: to love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your
soul and all your mind…and your neighbor as yourself. Matt. 22:37
___________________
*

Theunis Bates, “Editor’s Letter,” The Week magazine 27 October 2017
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Sunday
Sunday

Monday
Monday

Tuesday
Tuesday

Black History Month
Black History Month

Wednesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Thursday

1

American Heart
Month

8:00am Men’s Bible
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study Breakfast
at
Study
Pig n Breakfast
Pancake at
Pig N Pancake

National Cherry
Month

44

8:00am
8:00am Worship
Worship
10:30-12:30pm
9-10:30am
Blood Pressure
Blood Pressure
9:30am
Adult Forum
9:30am
SundayAdult
SchoolForum
Sunday Worship
School
11:00am
11:00am Worship
12:15pm Ed Mtg
12:30pm
Ed Mtg
Super Bowl

11
8:00am Worship
Worship
8:00am
9:30am Adult Forum
9:30am
SundayLibrary
School
Sunday
11:00am Worship
11:00am Worship
12:15pm Worship/
12:15pm Worship/
Music Mtg
Music Mtg
Make a Friend Day

18
18

8:00am Worship

55
Office
Office Closed
Closed
9:30am Property
5:30pm
5:30pm Prayer/
Prayer/
Bible
Bible Study
Study
6:30pm Parish Life
6:30pm Parish Life

12

Office Closed
Closed
Office

9:30am Property
Clean out your
Computer Day
5:30pm Prayer/
5:30pm
Prayer/
Bible Study
Bible Study

19
19

Office Closed
Closed
Office

9:30am Adult Forum
8:00am Worship
Sunday School
9:30am Adult Forum 9-12pm Work Party
5:00pm Stone Soup
11:00am
SundayWorship
School
@ St Stephen’s
11:00am
12:00pmWorship
Potluck &
12:45pm
Thrivent
Congregation
Mtg
5:30pm Prayer/
Presentation
Bible Study
5:30pm Prayer/
Bible Study

25
25
8:00am Worship

26
Office Closed26

9:30am Adult Forum Office Closed
8:00am Worship
Sunday School
9:30am Adult Forum
11:00am
5:30pm Prayer/
SundayWorship
School
5:00pm
Stone Soup
Bible Study
11:00am Worship
@ St Stephens

Nat’l Clam Chowder
Day

5:30pm Prayer/
Bible Study

Friday
Friday

66

77

2:00pmStaff
StaffMtg
Mtg
2:00pm
5:30pm Social
Ministry Mtg
6:30pm Early Risers
7:30pm
7:30pm Chancel
Chancel
Choir
Choir

4:00pm Finance
5:30pm HMT

Valentine’s Day
12:00pm Ash Wed
12:30pm WELCA
Service
4:00pm Finance

99

8:00-11:30am
8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Watchers
Weight
Mtg (Ed
(Ed Rm)
Rm)
Mtg

10
10

8:00-11:30am
8:00-11:30am
Weight
Weight Watchers
Watchers
Mtg
Mtg (Ed
(Ed Rm)
Rm)
2:00pm Barker
/Shurtleff
Wedding

16

8:00am Men’s Bible
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study Breakfast
at
Study
Pig nBreakfast
Pancake at
Pig N Pancake

17

8:00-11:30am
8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Watchers
Weight
Mtg (Ed
(Ed Rm)
Rm)
Mtg
Random Acts of
9-12pm Work
Kindness
Party Day

5:30pm HMT
7:00pm Ash Wed
Service

20
20

21
21

2:00pm Staff
Staff Mtg
Mtg
2:00pm

12:30pm WELCA

Nat’l Love Your Pet
6:30pm Early Risers
Day

6:00pm Soup/
7:00pm Council
Bread
7:00pm Lenten
Service

27
27

28
28

2:00pm Staff Mtg

22
22
8:00am
8:00am Men’s
Men’s Bible
Bible
StudyBreakfast
Breakfastatat
Study
PigNn Pancake
Pancake
Pig

6:00pm Soup/
Bread
7:00pm Lenten
Service

23
23

24
24
8:00-11:30am
8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Watchers
Weight
Mtg
((Ed
Rm)
Mtg ((Ed Rm)

5:00pm Randy’s
Feed & Read
5:00pm Randy’s
Feed & Read

Great American
Pie Month

2:00pm Staff Mtg
6:30pm Early Risers
7:30pm Chancel
7:30pm Chancel
Choir
Choir

15

3

Off the Red
HookCross
10-7pm
Blood Drive

8:00am
8:00am Men’s
Men’s Bible
Bible
Study
Study Breakfast
Breakfast at
at
Pig
PignNPancake
Pancake
11-5pm OCQG
Mtg (FH)
11-5pm
OCQG Mtg

14

WAVES Deadline
Deadline
WAVES

7:30pm Chancel
Choir
7:30pm Chancel
Choir

2
12:00pm First
Friday
Brunch
12:00pm
First @
Pig
N
Pancake
Friday Brunch @

Kite Flying Day

13
2:00pm Staff
Staff Mtg
Mtg
2:00pm
Painting Party
5:30pm Social
Ministry Mtg
6:30pm Early Risers
7:30pm Chancel
7:30pm Chancel
Choir
Choir

88

Saturday
Saturday

National Children’s
Dental Health Month
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Worship Page
Worship

Readers

4

8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.

Jean Amundson
Dean Hill

Mary Lou Mate
Marian Brown

Tami Johnson
Tami Johnson

11

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Rhonda Harman
Debbie Adamson

Mary Lou Mate
Janice Delameter

Marian Brown
Marian Brown

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Mike Rawles
____________

Peggy Gilman
Marian Brown

Tami Johnson
Tami Johnson

Joe Baumtgarten
Lily Phelps

Peggy Gilman
Bette Harmon

Jerryann Olson
Jerryann Olson

18

25

8:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

Lucy Milliken

2/1

Dick Tyler

2/9

Lois Greenwood

2/10

Dan Roumagoux

2/10

Lorinda White

2/12

Peggy Gilman

2/16

Sana Banks

2/18

Paul Amundson

2/21

Kathy Elbert

2/20

Altar Guild

Musicians

4

Pete Kraack &
John Stern

4

Bruce & Marylou Mate

11

______________

18

______________

25

_______________

11

Pete Kraack &
Bette Harman

18

Bette Harmon &
Peggy Gilman

25 Peggy Gilman &
Paul Amundson
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Social Ministry …

continue

Food for Food Share Program …

by Terri McCulley

for all the support we have received for this program. Anything is welcome
and helpful, but this month we will focus on: Canned Meats

Randy’s Reed & Feed …

by Sally Jennings

O

ur next 4th Thursday Feed & Read Family Night Out will be on Thursday, February
22nd for homeless and/or low income families. The families we serve either reside
at Samaritan House or are part of the Newport Homeless Education & Literacy Project
(H.E.L.P.).
Much help is needed. Cooking and set up begin at 3:00pm. Help is needed with sign in,
transportation and crafts starting at 5:15pm. Dinner is served at 6pm and kitchen
clean up follows. After dinner, reading volunteers are needed to read with the children.

Stone Soup …

by Sally Jennings

he next Stone Soup will be on Monday, February 26th, at St. Stephens Episcopal
Church. Volunteers from Atonement prepare and serve Stone Soup at St. Stephens Episcopal Church on the fourth Monday of each month. We provide nutritious
meals to 40 to 60 hungry, often homeless, people.

T

Prep work at St. Stephens begins at 3:00pm Serving and clean up work begin at
5:15pm.
“God's work, our hands”

s

et a lunch date with friends and family to Dine Out for Samaritan House
Wednesday, February 7, 2018, at Kum Yon Restaurant. Kum Yon will generously donate 15% of sales to help support Samaritan House Homeless Family Shelter. Help us support our homeless families and have a great meal at the same time.
Rose Davies, Volunteer, Samaritan House

Red Cross Blood Drive ~ February 2nd

P

… by Terri McCully

lease sign up on the website if you can donate blood. Please contact Terri McCulley, if you are able to help people check in or work in the canteen.

Also, Atonement is known for providing yummy treats. If you can donate any treat,
again, please contact Terri McCully. Thank you.

ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
2315 NORTH COAST HIGHWAY
NEWPORT OR 97365-1710

Phone: 541-265-2554
Fax: 541-265-2571
Email: Office@atonementlutheran.com

Return Services Requested

Reaching Out with God's

Reminder...

Audio Worship
Services &
Calendar on website

Welcome
to Our
Church
Fill our Food Barrel
This Month: Canned
Meats

