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We at Atonement Lutheran
Church reach out with the
good news of God’s love
through Jesus Christ.

As Christ’s ministry includes
everyone, we, too, welcome
persons of any ethnicity,
gender identity, race, sexual
orientation, marital status,
age, economic situation, and
physical or mental ability.

We celebrate the gifts each
one brings to the life and
ministry of this community of
faith.

Mark Your Calendar
Congregational Meeting Sunday, November 15, 2015
12:00pm Potluck

12:30pm Meeting

Agenda: Budget for 2016

Parish Physician for ALC …

Dr. Terri Homer

I

t’s that time of year when flu (influenza) season is beginning. It is so important that everyone, ages 6 months and older, receive an annual
flu vaccine. This is by far and away the most
effective preventative measure you can take for
yourself and your family to greatly improve your chances of
avoiding the flu and spreading it to friends and family. Medical
studies have shown the flu vaccine to be so effective that it has
become widely available in pharmacies, the health department
and your private physician’s office.
Here are some answers to frequently asked questions about
the flu vaccine:
- Can you catch the flu from the vaccine? No. The injectable
vaccine (the one recommended for adults over age 50) contains only killed viruses and cannot cause influenza disease.
Less than 1% of people who are vaccinated develop flu like
symptoms such as mild fever and muscle aches. These are side
effects of the vaccine and NOT influenza itself.
- Influenza vaccine only protects against certain influenza
viruses, not all viruses. You may still catch a cold despite having received the vaccine.
( continue on page 4 )
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Income/Expense Snapshot...Atonement Lutheran Church

~ September 2015

General Fund

Endowment Account

Capital Replacement Fund Cash Flow Statement

Chalet Restaurant and Bakery will host the Wednesday, November 4th “Dine
Out for Samaritan House.” The restaurant, renowned for delicious pies, will
donate 15% of the day’s proceeds to help support Samaritan House, Lincoln County's only shelter for homeless families with children.
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From the Pastor . . .

D

Pastor
Ed Milliken

ear Friends in Christ,

The month of November is often a
bleak one for we who live in the
Northern Hemisphere. The fall
colors, celebrated in October, are
now mostly gone. Night comes
earlier and earlier and the cold,
wind, and rain become more
constant companions. All of that
loss of summer’s warmth and
vitality makes it a natural time for
those attuned to the earth to
meditate on the passing of life.
It is a blessing then, that in the
church, we have a framework for
such musings, one that guides us
past morbid sentimentality to
genuine hope and anticipation of
new life. The month begins with
All Saints Sunday and we stand
with Mary and Martha at the tomb
of their beloved brother, Lazarus.
We share their tears and sorrow,
for we have been there too. Jesus
also shares their tears, but he
does more than that. With a word
he raises Lazarus from the dead
and offers the world, and us, a
vision and a hope for the life to
come. The second reading for that
Sunday, from Revelation, gives us
a snapshot of that life: See, the
home of God is among mortals. He
will dwell with them; they will be
his people and God himself will be
with them. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no
more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no more, for the first
things will have passed away. On
this day we remember with sorrow

all our loved ones who
but we also remember
the words of our Lord
Behold, I am making
new.

have died,
with hope
who says,
all things

The writer of Hebrews (24th Sunday
after Pentecost) tells of a time
when this Lord will come again. But
this too is not a threat but a promise, for the One who came to die
for sin is now coming to save his
people. This is the content of our
faith and this is the promise that
keeps us hopeful as we continue to
live in this broken world.
The readings for the 25th Sunday
after Pentecost point again to
visions of the last day and to a
reflection on “the resurrection of
the body and the life everlasting.”
The prophet, Daniel, describes the
coming of Michael, the archangel of
God, to defeat evil and to deliver
God’s people. In the gospel reading for the day, Jesus warns his
followers about trials that would
come upon them and the world,
but he says to them: Be not afraid.
As people of faith, we know that
God is our refuge and strength and
that his is “the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever and
ever.”
Finally we reach the last Sunday of
the church year, Christ the King
Sunday. Again the prophet Daniel
provides the first reading in which
he gives us a glimpse of the throne
room of God where the ascended
Jesus is given dominion over all the
earth in a kingdom that will never
( continued on page 4 )
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Parish Physician . . .

( continued from page 1 )

- Although studies have shown that the vaccine is not as effective in preventing the flu
among the elderly population (over 65 yrs), it is very effective in preventing severe illness, secondary complications and death from the flu.
- What else can we do to prevent the spread of influenza and other acute respiratory
infections? Here are a few suggestions:
a. Cover your nose and mouth when sneezing or coughing.
b. Wash your hands frequently. Use hand sanitizer after shaking hands. We will have
bottles of hand sanitizer available in the Narthex.
c. If you touch your nose, eyes or mouth, use hand sanitizer before touching food or
shaking hands.
d. Most importantly, if you are sick, please stay home until you are at least 10 days
into your illness.
I am posting another page with very useful information about other vaccines recommended for adults such as the shingles vaccine, vaccines against pneumonia, whooping
cough and others. Please take a look. If you would like more information, please talk
with me or contact your primary care physician.
Blessings to all and may you have a healthy winter season!

Terri Homer
Note: See Page 6 for vaccines recommended for adults

from the Pastor . . .

( continued from page 3 )

pass away. Revelation then reminds us that this king, this ruler of heaven and earth, is
the same one who came to free us from our bondage to sin and death. This is the king
for whom we wait. This is the kingdom into which we were baptized. This is the kingdom in which we serve.
Perhaps the prayer of the day for Christ the King Sunday sums it up best: Almighty and
everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your beloved Son, whom you
anointed priest forever and king of all creation: Grant that all the people of the earth,
now divided by sin, may be united under the glorious and gentle rule of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Amen indeed. Come, Lord Jesus.
Pastor Ed Milliken
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Rhonda Harman ~ Director of Family Ministry

Family Ministry/Education News

W

here everybody knows your name,
no not cheers, but here at Atonement
Lutheran.
That’s
right,
right? Knowing each other’s name is of
course all about relationships within our
church family. Together we are created
and gifted to be the heart, the eyes, the
legs. Altogether, we are the body of
Christ.
This pictorial directory is a colorful history
and church record! I can’t tell you how
many times I have looked up someone’s
picture or name in one of many church
photo directories. In our families’ church
directory for instance, “my little brother is
cuter than I remember!” How about you?
Well, at fifty years, this is our golden opportunity. Each of us can give a bit of
ourselves and our time to create this legacy and lasting memories.
The more
people, including; individuals, family and
friends of Atonement we photograph, the
more activity pages we will earn. An activity page will contain a few or up to 15
photos on each page. We will have a
staff photo page and at least two more
which will be made into a collage by our
design team. We will have a third sitting
date so people who are out of town can
possibly make a third photo session.
Imagine the many photos we have taken
over the last five years. We could have
an activity page for Worship and Music, a
page for Sunday School and Adult Forum,
another page for Community Mission and
Focus, like Randy’s Read and Feed, Stone
Soup and God’s Work Our Hands and yet
another page for activities like BBQ’s,

High school graduation, quilt presentation
and baby showers. Doesn’t that sound
cool ? Its up to each of us to help!
We are, you know, making history together. So PLEASE, jump on the band wagon!
After everyone at Atonement has signed
up we can open up to our non-church
friends and neighbors, then maybe the
community. To be clear, these folks would
not be in our church photo directory but
they would get the free 8 x 10 photograph
which is about a $25 value! The more
people we sign up, the more activity pages we will earn!
Life Touch has been doing an extraordinary job for 75 years now. In fact when
Olan Mills retired a few years ago he personally chose Life Touch to buy him out.
They promise no pressure sales. So, what
we have here is a win, win opportunity.
If you would like to help us make this
milestone and love project happen, please
talk to me and we will welcome you into
our committee.
There are instructions on how to sign up
on the Narthex tables, sign up on Sunday
or call Raynette or Rhonda for help.
Thank you to one and all.
Come on along and join the fun…..
all aboard!!!!!!!!!!
Blessings, peace and grace,

Rhonda Harman
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Vaccinations for Adults …

presented by Terri Homer
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Ponderings from the President ...

By Susan Painter

Behold: “The Saints”

H

alloween is just around the corner.
A combination of Celtic pagan and
early Catholic rituals, Halloween is a
shortened form of “Hallowed Eve,” or the
evening before All Saints Day. In Celtic
tradition, October 31 marked the end of
summer, a celebration of the crops and
movement of the flocks into shelter for
the winter. All Saints Day later became a
time to honor the saints of the Catholic
church. At one time, people would go
door to door seeking small cakes in exchange for prayers on behalf of the dead
– presumably in limbo – to assure their
travel to heaven.
All Saints Day, for us, is the Sunday during which we light a candle and say a
prayer for those we have lost in the past
year – the “saints” who remain among us
in memory and in spirit.
A “saint,” Wikipedia tells, “is a person
who is considered as having an exceptional degree of holiness, or likeness to God.
The original Christian definition was of a
believer “in Christ” and in whom Christ
dwells, whether in heaven or on earth.
But who, really, is a saint? We use the
term not only in memory of our departed
loved ones, but also to describe those
among us who minister to others, who do
good works, whose behavior is Christ-like,
who are “not sinners.”
But Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber, a former
addict and standup-comic who now leads
Denver’s House of All Sinners and Saints,
laments that such an either/or, black-orwhite distinction is never clear. She says
our need to put people in these categories
tells more about the way we run our lives
than the way God works among us. She
1

Nadia Bolz Weber, Accidental Saints Convergent Books: 2015, p 7

writes, “What we celebrate in the saints is
not their piety or perfection but the fact
that we believe in a God who gets redemptive and holy things done in this
world through, of all things, human beings, all of whom are flawed.”
What a radical notion! Each of us – and
all among us – is a potential saint. Can
we see God redeeming the panhandler,
the thief, the bully – especially, the murderer – and in any way consider these
people saints?
Our quest for God’s
meaning in the face of horror is always
part of these questions.
As our greater Oregon community reels
from the tragic shooting in Roseburg, we
feel the familiar temptation to paint the
world in black and white, in right or
wrong: the victims, of course, are all innocent – past transgressions and imperfections forgiven, if not forgotten. Their
deaths, devoid of apparent meaning, by
themselves mark them as saints. But is
the officer who refuses to name the
shooter “saintly” for his decision? Are the
citizens who protested the President’s visit and embraced their right to bear arms
more “saintly” for this stance? And what,
after all, about the tortured young man
who caused it all?
A saint???
Redeemed???
Pastor Bolz Weber reflects on the church’s
historical inability to deal with horrific
tragedy in her new book which focuses on
just such questions, Accidental Saints.
In a powerful chapter she recently shared
with a huge Portland audience, she told of
her church’s response to the Sandy Hook
massacre during the Christmas season in
( continued on page 12 )
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Property Committee …

by Mary Lou Mate

Room Rental

O

ur church facilities/rooms on the lower level are available for rent...short term
events (parties, meetings, weddings) or long term (weekly or monthly) if needed.
Please, check with our office for available dates and time.
Phone# 541-265-2554

E-mail: office@atonementlutheran.com

Library Committee
Book Review by Lois Greenwood
BEING MORTAL by Atul Gawande is on The New York Times best-seller list and
we have just acquired it in our own Atonement library. Dr. Gawande is a surgeon at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston, a professor at Harvard Medical School, and has written three other best-sellers.
We all know that we are mortal, but often avoid thinking about our last days. Everyone
would like to drift off one night and not wake up, but it seldom happens that way.
This is a book written in a friendly, conversational tone and it is easy to read. It is full
of case histories, many happy, some not so happy. Dr. Gawande shows us why everyone needs Advance Directives, and why our families need to know exactly what we
want. This will save them from future indecision and guilt. He cautions us about caring,
well-meaning but sometimes over-zealous physicians, and about the different styles of
assisted living facilities. A strong advocate for hospice care, he ends the book by telling
us about his father (also a physician), his final days, and how the family coped.
This book is not depressing, and will help anyone face some decisions we all need to
make. I highly recommend this book.

WELCA Meeting …

T

by Jean Amundson

his year, the Leader's Guide is included in the WELCA magazine, "Gather,".
Our next meeting is on Wednesday November 18th.

The goals for this year’s session are as follows:
1. To gain a sense of biblical time and God's gift of grace that unfolds over that time.
2. To share personal stories and to deepen relationships.
3. To cultivate a few new study practices, including "divine reading" (more on this
later!).
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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November
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
Daylight Savings Time
8:00am Worship
9-12 Blood Pressure
9:30am Adult
Forum/Sunday Sch
11:00am Worship
12:30pm Ed Mtg

2
Office Closed
1:00pm Prayer/
Bible Study

Office Closed
1:00pm Prayer/
Bible Study

11:00am Worship
12:15pm 50th
Anniversary Mtg

5-7:00pm Weight
Watchers (FH)
6:00pm Property

15

3

5
8:00am Men’s
Bible Study
Breakfast at Fish
Tails

10

11

2:00pm Staff Mtg
Veteran’s Day

5:30pm Social
Ministry Mtg
6:30pm Early Risers
7:30pm Chancel
Choir

6

4:00pm
Confirmation
4:00pm Finance

12

7
8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Mtg (Ed Rm)

12:00pm First
Friday Brunch
at Fish Tails

6:00pm ICO Event
@ Nazarene
Church

13

14

8:00am Men’s
Bible Study
Breakfast at Fish
Tails

8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Mtg (Ed Rm)

12-5pm OCQG
Mtg (FH)

8-5:00pm OCQG
Workshop (FH))

5:30pm HMT

17

18
12:30pm WELCA

6:30pm Early Risers
7:30pm Chancel
Choir

19

20

WAVES Deadline

2:00pm Staff Mtg

1:00pm Prayer/
Bible Study
5-7:00pm Weight
Watchers (FH)

Saturday

4:00pm
Confirmation

7:30pm Chancel
Choir

16
Office Closed

Friday

4

6:30pm Early Risers

9

8:00am Worship
9:30am Adult
Forum/Sunday Sch

Thursday

2:00pm Staff Mtg

5-7:00pm Weight
Watchers (FH)
6:30pm Parish Life

8

8:00am Worship
9:30am Adult
Forum/Sunday Sch
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Potluck
12:30pm Congregational Mtg

Wednesday

2015

4:00pm
Confirmation

21
8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Mtg (Ed Rm)

8:00am Men’s
Bible Study
Breakfast at Fish
Tails

7:00pm Council

22

23
Office Closed

8:00am Worship
9:30am Adult
Forum/Sunday Sch
11:00am Worship

29
10:00am Worship
11:15am Intergenerational Advent Fair

1:00pm Prayer/
Bible Study
5-7:00pm Weight
Watchers (FH)
5:00pm Stone Soup
@ St Stephens

24

25

2:00pm Staff Mtg

26
Office Closed

1:00pm Prayer/
Bible Study
5-7:00pm Weight
Watchers (FH)

American Diabetes
Month

Lung Cancer Awareness Month

Native American
Indian Heritage

28
8:00-11:30am
Weight Watchers
Mtg (Ed Rm)

6:30pm Early Risers
7:30pm Chancel
Choir

30
Office Closed

27

National Family
Caregivers Month
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Worship Page
Worship

Readers

1

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Rhonda Harman
Donna White

Marian Brown
Deb Christensen

Jerryann Olson
Jerryann Olson

8

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Carla Johnsen
Terri Homer

Alice McClellan
Lois Greenwood

Tami Johnson
Tami Johnson

15

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Deb Christensen
Dan Elbert

Marian Brown
Deb Christensen

Marian Brown
Marian Brown

22

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Terri Homer
Lily Phelps

MaryLou Mate
Marian Brown

Jerryann Olson
Jerryann Olson

Deb Christensen

Marian Brown

Tami Johnson

29 10:00 a.m.

Clara Mays

11/6

Emily Jennings

11/10

Sandra Roumagoux

11/11

Finley Miller-Morgan

11/15

Gary Painter

11/16

Penny Schulz

11/21

Orion Goudy

11/26

Reg Greenwood

11/27

Amber Johnson

11/27

Dietmar Goebel

11/30

Altar Guild

Musicians

1 Terri Homer &
5 James & Joan
Rolph
22 Dietmar & Linda
Goebel

1

Bonnie Powell

8

Sylvia Pauly

8

Dan Elbert &
Pete Kraack

15

Dan & Kathy Elbert

15 Pete Kraack &

22

Paul & Anne
Stangeland
(Anniversary)

22 Peggy Gilman &

25 Rueben & Carla
Johnsen
25 Paul & Anne
Stangeland

Dan Elbert

29

Donna White
(Shannon’s Birthday

Peggy Gilman
Bob Olson
29 Bob Olson &
Paul Amundson
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Back to Africa 2015 . . .

By Rick Letherer

W

hen I returned from
visiting my daughter
in Tanzania Africa in 2012,
people asked if I would ever
go back to Africa. The trip
was amazing and wonderful,
but I resolutely proclaimed
that there would be no reason to return!
Shortly after my return, the Newport Rotary club began sponsorship of a
$40,000.00 project in northwestern Kenya. It would provide an island community
with fencing around their school, library
books and shelves, goats and cattle for
their milk products, a clean water pump
and filter to access the lake water that
surrounds them, and a motor and supplies for an ambulance boat to ferry people to the mainland for medical care. Part
of the project requires that someone from
Rotary have an onsite inspection to monitor the progress. With less than a month's
notice and very little planning time, I accepted a request to travel with three other Rotarians, two from Eugene, Oregon
and two high school students from Newport; I offered to help with vision care,
but with two weeks planning time, I expected that little would be accomplished.
Our trip began at 4:00am from Newport
by car to Eugene airport and after 18
hours on airplanes and a full day in travel,
we landed in Nairobi, Kenya. This is grueling even if you ARE a morning,person!
During our stay we visited four schools,
three . 'primary and one nursery. Our
team coordinated the vision screening of
nearly 500 children and adults, and identified multiple eye focusing and/or disease
problems.
With nearly no preparation time, we were

unable to provide treatment, but found the
rate of eye problems is approximately double here in the USA.
At the primary school on Kokwa Island (in
the middle of lake Barringo, Kenya) I presented more than 300 pencils donated by people of
Atonement Church. The primarily girls school (girls are
boarded overnight in dormitories, and all boys must go
home every night) was
grateful to have the donation and provided a dance in our honor for our coming
and sharing our time and talent. Ask me
to see the bracelet they made as a gift for
our service to them.
Dear fellow Christians, we have so much!
We take for granted clean water to drink
and
bathe.
We
have
ABUNDANT,
clean food ... as much as we can eat; the
best medical care in the world; and an
environment mostly free of toxins and
disease. Our houses have plumbing, electricity, clean floors, and no vermin.
Most children of Africa have NO medical
care. A young boy approximately eight
years old limped into our vision screening
with a tom, dirty shirtsleeve wrapped
carelessly on his ankle. I don't know what
his affliction was, but he didn't whimper
or complain. All the children would stand
in the hot sun for nearly an hour without
fussing, complaining, or horseplay ... just
grateful that someone was there to help.
Many of the children walk several MILES,
one way, every day to get to school. It
makes my heart very heavy to know I
couldn't fix their problems. With all my
years of training and no medicines or instruments to cure those in need, it was
( continued on page 12)
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Ponderings from the President …

( continued from page 7 )

2012. She included among the Service of Lessons and Carols a reading of the Slaughter of the Innocents. In Matthew’s Gospel, the story is of King Herod’s effort to hold
onto his throne by killing all the infants. It is a story we would rather ignore at Christmas, but it puts Herod squarely at the foot of the manger.
Bolz Weber added to that 2012 service a time to read the names and ages of the twenty six teachers and children who died at Sandy Hook, ringing a bell after each recitation. But there were twenty-seven, her young intern reminded her.
“What??” she said, then, “No way!” when he pointed out that Adam Lanza, the shooter, had died that day too. Admitting her intern was right, the pastor grudgingly agreed
to add his name, but “I am registering my opposition to God’s grace.”
That evening, as each name was read, and each bell rung, Pastor Bolz Weber had to
reach deeply into her theological convictions to find mercy and to mention why God had
entered the world. She writes, finally,
“If I couldn’t also speak the truth that God came to save us, all of us, that God created
us in God’s image and that lives we’d rather extinguish are still precious to their maker
and that the North Star that so brightly lit the way for the Magi to find the Christ child
shone for them and Herod and me… and Adam Lanza, then I really had no business
being a preacher that day. So I dug deep to speak the truth of God.
‘And in obedience to your command to love the enemy and pray for those who persecute us’- my voice cracked as if the courage were draining out of it – Adam Lanza,
twenty-seven.’
“The final bell rang.”
2

Accidental Saints, p 79

Back to Africa . . .

( continue from page 11 )

beyond frustrating. The task is so large and I felt so professionally impotent. I wanted
to bring dozens of children back with me, but couldn't. African children are respectful
to adults and each other, and peaceful in demeanor.
Africa is a beautiful continent with beautiful and kind people; their gentle nature is endearing and humbling. At one of our schools, they fed us fresh goat meat; this is a rare luxury in Kenya and NOT a daily diet! They shared what they had gladly. Africans
have unfair, heavy burdens of poverty, pestilence, obstacles to education, and lack of
opportunity.
I think often of the beautiful children and the adult friends I

First Friday Lunch Bunch …

November 6th 12:00pm

@ Fish Tails
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Social Ministry Committee
Food for Food Share Program

...

by Terri McCulley

for all the support we have received for this program. Anything is welcome
and helpful, but this month we will focus on Peanut Butter to try to “fill the
barrel” again.

Bring Thanksgiving to Families in Need …

by Sally Jennings

A

s we have for many years, Social Ministry Committee will be providing Thanksgiving food baskets to families, identified by the Homeless Education & Literacy Project, who attend Randy’s Feed & Read and to those living at Samaritan House.

Your donation is necessary for our church community to successfully reach out
to families in great need this Thanksgiving. Please pick up a grocery bag with a suggested shopping list from the table in the Narthex. Place your purchases in the tub in
the Narthex by Monday, November 23rd. Cash is also needed in order to buy turkeys,
dinner rolls, pies, fresh vegetables, etc. Please make your check out to Atonement Lutheran Church, and designate “Thanksgiving Food Baskets” on the memo line.
Everyone is invited to fill and help deliver food boxes on Tuesday, November 24th. We
will meet at church at 1:00 P.M. Your generosity throughout the year is greatly appreciated.
Thank you!

“Delivery Boys” Needed …

by Sally Jennings

olks strong enough to carry big boxes of groceries and willing to deliver these
F Thanksgiving
food boxes to recipients’ homes are needed at church on Tuesday,
November 24th, at 1:45pm. Please stop by and help. The boxes are too heavy for many
of us to lift and carry.

InterInter-Christian Outreach Event

T

he second annual Christian Music Festival and Dessert Challenge will take place
November 7th 6 pm at Nazarene Church. This event is a wonderful fundraiser for
Inter-Christian Outreach, which joins together 13 churches in service to the needy of
our community.
Please come, bring your family and friends, a generous donation for ICO, and support
your choir. After the performances, attendees can enjoy sampling the dessert entries
from all the churches.

ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
2315 NORTH COAST HIGHWAY
NEWPORT OR 97365-1710

Phone: 541-265-2554
Fax: 541-265-2571
Email: Office@atonementlutheran.com

Return Services Requested

Reaching Out with God's

Reminder...

Welcome
to Our
Church

November 1, 2015

Audio
Worship Services
& Calendar
on website
Fill our Food Barrel
This Month: Peanut
Butter

